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SUPPLEMENTAL Report From THE SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATING 
SUBVERSIVE AND ILLEGAL ALIENS IN THE UNITED STATES 


On August 12, 1951, the subcommittee issued a progress report 
which was accompanied by testimony respecting subversive aliens in 
diplomatic and semidiplomatic status. Thereafter, from time to 
time, the subcommittee has reported the facts on typical cases of 
subversive aliens in diplomatic and semidiplomatic status. The 
instant testimony which is being transmitted herewith discloses the 
espionage operations carried on behind the facade of a diplomatic 
mission to this country. 

Hersert R. O’Conor, Chairman. 
Par McCarran. 
WituraM E. Jenner. 
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ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO 
EMBASSIES AND CONSULATES UNDER SOVIET DOMI- 
NATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


MONDAY, JULY 9, 1951 


Unitrep Sratrres SENATE, 
SupcomMitTEER To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
Act AND OTHER INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Hon. James O. Eastland, presiding. 

Present: Senator Eastland, Senator Ferguson, Senator Smith, and 
Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Donald D. Connors, 
Jr., investigator; Frank W. Schroeder, professional staff member; 
Edward R. Duffy, investigator. 

Senator Easrtanp. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Mounar, will vou stand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you will now give in the 
matter pending before the Subcommittee on Internal Security of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Mounar. | do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH IGNAC MOLNAR, Jr., WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name and oc- 
cupation? 

Mr. Mounar. My full name is Joseph Ignac Molnar, Jr. I was 
born November 19, 1922, at Hrnciarovce, Slovakia. 

After finishing 5 years at parochial school in Hrnciarovee, I attended 
for 8 years the Real Gymnasium at Trnava, where I obtained my 
baccalaureate. 

Then I was matriculated for 3 years at the University for Business 
Administration at Bratislava, and I also studied, for 2 years, at the 
Faculty of Law at Bratislava, Slovakia. My profession is writer 
and journalist. 

Senator Ferauson. What is your profession? 

Mr. Mounar. I am a writer and journalist. 

I arrived in the United States of America on January 4, 1946, on 
the Roy James Cole, which docked in New York City. 

I was unable to finish my studies in Slovakia because of political 
reasons. At times J had difficulties to study at all, because I was 
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not a member of the Hlinka Guard nor was I a member of the Hlinka 
Party, which organizations after the year 1938 became more and more 
totalitarian in character. 

Since that year, my gia tried to bring me into the United 
States of America, and the United States consul has informed me to 
get ready for an eventual departure for the United States of America. 

As the offices of the United States consul were in Prague, then 
capital city of the German protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, 
I had to secure a German permit in order to travel to Prague where I 
had to get my American visa. 

As I did not belong to any totalitarian organization, the Germans, of 
course, refused to grant me a permit for my trip to Prague. 

When I reported these facts to the United States consul at Prague 
by special letter, he managed to transfer the file concerning my 
American visa to the United States consul in Budapest, hoping that it 
would be easier for me to get there. 

But not even that became possible for me, as the war spread more 
and more, and the relationship between Slovakia and Hungary became 
very strenuous. 

I therefore was obliged to give up my intentions to go to the United 
States of America, and I gave them up, at least temporarily. 

In 1943, October 1, I was called into the Slovak Army. I was 
drafted by the Motorized Infantry, Regiment No. 11, at Zilina. 

After having obtained the basic training, I was sent to the school of 
officers at Bratislava. After finishing that school, I was working in 
the Army Map Service in Bratislava, and later, after the bombing of 
this city in 1944, I was transferred into central Slovakia at Harmanec, 
near Banska Bystrica, the center of the future insurrection against 
the Nazis. 

During the Slovak uprising I fought from the very beginning against 
the German forces occupying Slovakia, and mainly took a very active 
part in the battle which took place near Strecno. 

When I realized later that the Slovak uprising was more and more 
abused by a great influx of Communist agents from the Soviet Union, 
I withdrew my support to that uprising and managed to retire into 
my home village at Hrnciarovce. 

When, by the beginning of 1945, the Red Army took over Slovakia, 
I did not wish to share the Red paradise of misery and persecutions 
which the Soviets brought to my country, and I immediately left 
Slovakia in order to get in touch with American authorities and to 
secure for myself the long-awaited visa. 

I finally arrived in Paris. There already was established a pro- 
Communist front, Czechoslovak National Council, headed by well- 
known Communists: Mr. Holdos, Mr. Frommer, and Mr. David. 

In order to get a legal stay in France, and also to get a Czecho- 
slovak passport, it was necessary to get through the “epuration com- 
mission” of that Czechoslovak council at 18 Rue Bonaparte. 

<ncountering many obstacles and enduring untold hardships, I 
succeeded in reaching the United States on January 4, 1946. 

Mr. Arens. Just pause there for a moment, if you please. 

What type of visa did you have when you came to the United 
States in 1946? 

Mr. Mounar. A regular visa, immigration visa. 

Mr. Arens. An immigration visa? 
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Mr. Mounar. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. For a permanent residence? 

Mr. Mounar. Yes; for permanent residence. 

Mr. Arens. Did you come in by yourself? Are you a married man 
or are you a single man? 

Mr. Mounar. I come in here like a single man, but I was separated 
from my wife. 

Mr. Arens. And your wife is where? 

Mr. Mounar. Some place in Slovakia. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any children? 

Mr. Mounar. Not to my knowled xe. 

Mr. Arens. Now, will you proceed‘ 

* * *~ * * * * 


Mr. Mounar. Three or four weeks later, I received an invitation 
from Mr. Florin ' to come and visit him in Washington. He enclosed 
$20 for my traveling expenses, but before I had a chance to leave 
Mr. Florin arrived in New York City and invited me to meet him at 
the Park Central Hotel. 

I arrived there at 4 p. m., and met him in the bar, where he told me 
that we would have dinner together with Mr. and Mrs. Simoncic. 

We had dinner at the same hotel. After dinner, we went into the 
men’s room where I saw how Mr. Florin handed over to Mr. Simoncic 
about $200 in $10 and $20 bills. I heard Mr. Simoncic ask for a 
2 weeks’ advance for himself and his brother-in-law, George Vician, 
who is a lawyer. 

Mr. Florin was willing as far as he himself was concerned, but told 
him that the finances of the Embassy were very strictly controlled. 

One or two weeks later, I left for Washington where Mr. Florin 
introduced me to practically all the personnel of the Czechoslovak 
Embassy. He lead me through the Embassy in order to show me the 
set-up. We passed a room in the basement that was locked. Mr. 
Florin explained to me they had a radio transmitter in there. 

During my stay in Washington, Mr. Florin invited me several times 
into his apartment of which I think the address was 1731 Twentieth 
Street. Sometimes he had invited several men whose conduct con- 
vinced me of their homosexuality. 

At none of these parties were there any female guests present. 
The men present embraced each other, kissed each other, and helped 
each other take off their coats. 

At various intervals two men at a time would disappear into one 
bedroom and would reappear 30 or 40 minutes later. The others, 
meanwhile, were dancing, flirting, and becoming tender to each other. 

Whenever they needed variety in company, one man known as 
“Bob” and whom Mr. Florin introduced as a man from the United 
States Government, simply took a car and returned shortly with more 
company of the same kind. 

On one such occasion, according to what Mr. Florin told me, he 
brought a physically strong colored man. Because Florin wanted 
this particular man for himself, he got into an argument with “Bob” 
which broke up the party. “Bob” and the rest of the party left. 
Florin spent the whole night in one bedroom with the colored man. 


1 Mr. Teo H. Florin was at that time first secretary of the Czechoslovakian Embassy in Washington, D. C. 
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The morning after the party, I went to see Mr. Florin and found 
him in very bad shape, unable to walk, and bleeding. Florin asked 
me to take him to a doctor in Virginia. The doctor gave him first aid. 

On all of these parties, the best food and liquors were served, includ- 
ing any quantity of French champagne. When the men became suf- 
ficiently intoxicated, Florin always turned the conversation to political 
themes. 

I do not know the exact contents of these conversations, but I do 
know when he found out anything important, instead of going to bed, 
he sat down and wrote a report of the particular subject and on his 
discoveries which he delivered first thing in the morning to the proper 
authorities at the Embassy. 

Every time I came to Washington. I was witness to similar parties. 
The new people were never introduced to me by their full names, only 
by their first names. 

Mr. ScurorepErR. What did you do at these parties when all of this 
lovey-dovey stuff was going on? 

Mr. Mounar. I think Mr. Florin used me like bait for other mem- 
bers that he wanted to invite there, because nothing ever happened to 
me, besides a shaking hands. They never bothered me. 

On one occasion, the gentleman named “Bob” asked me to dance, 
but I was always in a position to serve them drinks or to change the 
record on the phonograph. Florin needed me in this way because he 
tried to bring from New York more other boys because when he has 
somebody here he can tell his friends and invite them and say that we 
have a new man from New York, or some place else. 

Mr. Scuroeper. Very well. 

Mr. Motnar. Florin kept coming to New York, sometimes by him- 
self, sometimes in the company of ‘Bob.’ An employee of the 
Czechoslovak consulate in New York by the name of Dr. Syrovy 
always made hotel reservations in the best hotels of New York for 
Florin, and also notified his friends about it. 

Florin never stayed at the hotel where reservations had been made, 
but stayed elsewhere, from where he then called his friends, notifying 
them about the change. He told me personally that he did that for 
security reasons. 

Every time Florin came to New York, he brought with him $1,000 
to $2,000 in cash which I saw with my own eyes. He distributed this 
money to various people, of whom I knew only Mr. Simoncic. 

Before I continue with my exposé, I would like to mention one very 
important fact. Before my first or second trip to Washington, I 
thought that the things I had learned and the things I was about to 
find out too serious and too important for me to handle alone, and I 
decided to contact some United States Government agency. 

I discussed the matter with a friend of mine who later talked with 
the former consul general of Poland, Dr. Nebestansky, of New York. 
Dr. Nebestansky and this friend of mine arranged a meeting with two 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This meeting took 
place at the Hotel Picadilly in New York, in early March 1947. After 
they heard my story, they decided to accept my services. 

I will continue now with my exposé. 

I was asked by the FBI to locate the headquarters of the Czecho- 
slovak Communists in the United States. To accomplish that, I had 
to try various methods. 
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In order to rebuild my prestige with them, I wrote several articles 
in the Czechoslovak paper, published in Pittsburgh, People’s Daily, 
Ludovy Dennik. I made several social visits to the editor’s office of 
the above paper in Pittsburgh. On these occasions, I met and had 
friendly chats with the editor, Mr. Calvin Brook, who is still in the 
service of communism as the editor of the above paper and in many 
other capacities. 

The organization which owns the People’s Daily is a member of the 
International Workers Order and as such is on the list of subversive 
organizations compiled by the United States Attorney General. 

At this point I would like to mention that the People’s Daily, i 
the meantime, became a weekly paper under the name of The Seesieia 8 
Paper, Ludovy Noviny. 

I also met the assistant editor, Rudolph Martinovic, who was also 
an organizer of the Slovak W orkers Organization, the owner of the 
paper. 

Mr. Martinoviec left the United States and resigned his United 
States citizenship in 1947. Today he is a deputy of the Communist 
Party for the county of Bratislava, Czechoslovakia. 

After I spent a certain amount of time trying to find the Communist 
headquarters without any positive results, it was suggested by the 
FBI to concentrate my activities on the Czechoslovak Embassy in 
Washington, D. C. 

Through Mr. Florin I met Dr. Syrovatka, Miss Herman, and Dr. 
Houdek. Dr. Syrovatka, as such, was practically of no use to the 
Embassy, but it was a different story with his attractive wife. 

When, during the war, the American troops occupied Pilzen, in 
Czechoslovakia, she soon became very friendly with the high officers, 
especially with the commanding general of the American occupation 
forces in Czechoslovakia. 

At that time, or around that time, Dr. Syrovatka was sent as an 
employee to the Washington Embassy. His wife stayed in Prague, 
continuing her friendly relationships with the United States com- 
manding general. 

After 1 or 2 months of Dr. Syrovatka’s stay in Washington, Mrs. 
Syrovatka arrived in New York on a special United States military 
plane. This transportation was provided by the former commanding 
general who got the Army plane from the United States to fly to 
Paris in order to pick up Mrs. Syrovatka. 

After Mrs. Syrovatka and the general arrived in New York, they 
took 1 week in New York for sightseeing purposes before Mrs. 
Syrovatka continued to W ashington to meet her husband. From 
there, they went for a short vacation trip to Canada. 

After they returned, Mrs. Syrovatka cultivated many friendships 
with important high-ranking Army officials in Washington. Mr. 
Florin told me the above stories on several occasions, and he also 
told me that Mrs. Syrovatka performed great services for the Czecho- 
slovak people’s democracy. 

My visits to the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington continued 
until Mr. Florin and Dr. Syrovatka were expelled from the United 
States as persona non grata. Dr. Syrovatka was not recalled to 
Czechoslovakia but appointed to a new post in Canada. 

Shortly thereafter, the Communist government of Czechoslovakia 
transferred him to Mexico to an important Embassy post. I found 
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out later from Mr. Erwin Munk, whose activities I will describe later 
in my exposé, that Dr. Syrovatka resigned his post in Mexico. To 
make his record complete, from what I heard about him, he absconded 
with the Embassy funds and eventually arrived back in the United 
States with his wife, from where he was originally thrown out as 
persona non grata. So much for Dr. Syrovatka and his wife. 

A short time after Florin was forced to leave this country, the 
Communists completed the penetration of the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment with a coup d’état which also caused changes in the diplomatic 
personnel here in the United States of America. 

Some of them were recalled to Czechoslovakia and some of them 
were transferred. None of the diplomatic representatives in the 
United States, including the Ambassador Slavit, the consul general, 
and the representatives to the United Nations, Dr. Papanek, resigned 
until their recall from the Communist government came through. 

After Papanek’s recall, the Czec hoslovak Government appointed 
Dr. Vladimir Houdek as the representative to the United Nations. 
Dr. Houdek called me at my parents’ home by telephone and asked 
me to visit him at his temporary office at 1790 Broadway, New York. 

I went to see him the next day, which was some time in March or 
April of 1948. His first question to me was what my opinion was in 
regard to the recent political changes in Czechoslovakia. I thought 
to myself that if he occupies such a high position he must be a loyal 
Communist, and my answer to his question was with that thought in 
mind. I also assured him of my enthusiasm for the Communist cause. 

During the conversation, Mr. Houdek told me that I could be of 
great service to the people’s democratic government in Czechoslo- 
vakia because of my association with a group working against the 
interests of his Government. 

He said that shortly before, a friend of his had arrived from Czecho- 
slovakia who was in charge of the intelligence department of the 
Czechoslovak Embassy. He wanted me to meet that particular man, 
and he said that man would give me the necessary instructions and 
would tell me exactly what to ‘do. I agreed in principle and I left the 
office with the understanding to call him the next day so he could 
tell me when and where I was to meet the man in question. 

When I called the next day, he told me to go exactly at 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon to the Hotel Barbizon Plaza, take the elevator to the 
eighth floor, and that somebody would approach me there. 

I arrived at exactly 4, as agreed, on the eighth floor of the hotel. 
I looked around but did not see anyone there. Therefore, I walked 
to the intersection of corridors. At the end of one of the corridors, 
I saw a man’s form emerge from the shadows. The man was about 
5 feet 7 inches tall, bent forward, his hat pulled down over his eyes, 
dark glasses, and he was walking toward me. Peering at me with a 
piercing glance, he walked past me without a word, and went to the 
other end of the corridor to make sure that no one else was with me, 
and came back toward me, asking me ‘Mr. Molnar?”’ 

After my affirmative nod, he introduced himself unintelligibly, but 
later I found out that his name was Dr. Erwin Munk. He took me 
at once to his room on the same floor. He immediately told me that 
he had information about me which convinced him that I could be 
of good service to the People’s Democracy because I was associated 
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with one of the strongest groups fighting against communism outside 
of Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Scnroeper. Mr. Molnar, where is Mr. Munk now? 

Mr. Mo.tnar. From what I heard about him, sir, he was sent to 
Prague and from Prague he was sent on a special course to Moscow. 
After he came back to Prague, he received a much higher position 
than what he was in here. But later on they found out that he left 
the American dollars behind, here in this country. When they find 
that out, they degraded him from his job, and from what I read in 
the newspapers he is sweeping the streets. He is with the sanitation 
department now. 

Mr. Scuroeper. In Czechoslovakia? 

Mr. Mounar. In Czechoslovakia, in Prague. 

He told me that we had a very-well-organized underground move- 
ment which was giving them a lot of headaches, more than the National 
Council for Free Czechoslovakia, with its political prestige and its 
chairman, Peter Zenkl. 

“We are not afraid,” he said, ‘of Zenkl and his organization be- 
cause we have there our men who even hold higher positions and we 
can render them harmless whenever we wish.”’ I also promised him 
that I would inform him about everything our group was doing and 
was planning to do. I would keep him informed of the contacts be- 
tween the group and the United States Government agencies. 

He especially emphasized not to miss anything of importance in 
connection with our contacts with the Department of Defense. He 
promised he would pay me $400 a month plus expenses. I would have 
to give him a report at least once a week. He told me that for a while 
he would not be in contact with me at all. 

When I asked him how I could get in touch with him, he already 
had taken care of that. After this conversation, he made a phone 
call in Yiddish or some other language which | did not understand. 
Shortly after that a young lady entered the room. I recognized her 
by sight; she was an employee of the Czechoslovakian consulate in 
New York. Mr. Munk introduced her to me as Miss Paula Svoboda. 

He told us to look at each other fairly, so there would be no mistake 
at our next meeting. He told me to call Miss Svoboda at any time | 
needed her at the consulate, and always give an innocent reason for 
calling her, like asking her for a book or inviting her to the movies 

After this conversation, Mr. Munk and I left the room, and he told 
me that Miss Svoboda was his contact for me. The contact was 
limited to one thing only. I was to deliver my weekly reports for 
Munk in a sealed envelope to Miss Svoboda, and he told me that under 
no circumstances was I to talk to Miss Svoboda about my activities 
and the contents of my report, but if I wanted anything from him 
was to tell her that; and, vice versa, if he wanted anything from me 
she would deliver the message to me. 

He also told me not to tell her on the telephone my last name, but 
simply to announce my first name. 

From that time on, I met Miss Svoboda quite frequently, about 
once or twice a week. The contents of the report I delivered to her 
were not only exaggerated but completely harmless. These reports 
were made under the supervision of the above-mentioned agents of 
the FBI, and photostatic copies of each report were made for FBI 
records. 
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I was meeting her at maay different places of her choosing, like the 
Central Park, the drug store at Fifty-eighth and Broadway, the 
Western Union office between Sixty-first and Sixty-second Streets, 
Central Park West, in a bank on the southwest corner of Fifty-seventh 
and Broadway. 

On some occasions she handed me from $50 to $100 in cash, which 
money I handed over to the FBI. 

The individual sums became smaller as time went on, and not as 
frequent. She was forgetful, unpunctual, and was never on time. 
On one occasion she even forgot to bring the cash for me; so she gave 
me a personal check for $50. The photostatic copy of this check is 
in the archives of the FBI. 

Because of her increasing tardiness, I requested in one of my reports 
to see Dr. Munk personally. Mr. Munk met me and told me that he 
had previous reports of Miss Svoboda’s weaknesses, but he promised 
to have this corrected, and I was to continue to deliver my reports 
to her. 

He complained that I was not including in my reports some written 
evidence and documents to back up the statements I was making. 
In my defense, I told him that I had no access to the files except for a 
few occasions, with not enough time by myself in order to take any- 
thing out of the files without being discovered. He promised that he 
would send me a small camera to take pictures of the documents, and 
I was to send him the undeveloped film through Miss Svoboda, and 
on one of these meetings she brought me a small camera. 

As previously agreed, I sent Mr. Munk the undeveloped film, with 
a note that I had taken pictures of some very important doc ‘uments. 
At the next meeting with Miss Svoboda, Mr. Munk appeared instead 
and told me that I did not know how to handle a camera in spite of 
my training at the Military Geographical Institute in Slovakia. 

I told him of the technical circumstances under which I took the 
pictures, and I convinced him that they had been taken under the 
best conditions, and that I thought something must be wrong with 
the camera which caused the pictures to be so blurred and unreadable. 
He told me to send the camera back so that he could have an expert 
go over it. I returned the camera through Miss Svoboda. 

At our next meeting, Mr. Munk came again in person and told me 
that the expert dise overed that the camera was not good, commenting 
that, as the camera was of American make, it was not eood anyway. 
He promised to get me a good one from Czechoslovakia. He also 
told me that hereafter he would meet me instead of Miss Svoboda. 

Whenever I wanted to meet Munk, I had to call him or his secretary, 
Dr. Palma, who made the necessary appointment for me. I usually 
had to wait for him in a crowded place, as in front of a movie, where 
he picked me up with his ear. 

At these meetings, he was supposed to prepare me for bigger 
assignments. He taught me how to spot anyone who might be follow- 
ing me. He showed me how to lose a tail. He taught me how to tail 
seunenOey 1 ‘Ise and similar things. He was teaching me how to be 

-areful, but he himself was careless. He considered himself infallible, 
pe he mentioned several times that nothing could happen to him 
within the territory of the United States. 

We keep on meeting for the next 3 or 4 months. I continued to 
bring him information, and he kept on teaching me and constantly 
testing my intelligence and capability to handle bigge r jobs. 








ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES IN SOVIET-DOMINATED CONSULATES 9 


One day he told me he needed to know every detail of our contacts 
with the Pentagon. He told me I should travel more often to Wash- 
ington, and try to get in touch with these military authorities, who 
are in touch with our group. 

I asked him who was going to pay for these trips, because so far I 
had not received the $400 a month and expenses he had promised me. 
And especially I had not been paid anything at all the last few months. 
He jumped at me angrily, saying I was already becoming a capitalist 
in my thinking. He explained that I should work with love for the 
people’s democracy. I retorted that I was a worker for the people’s 
democracy, which claims it has a*better living standard and working 
conditions for the worker; but, if I had to live on the wages you as a 
representative of the people’s democracy gave me, I would have 
starved to death. 

I also asked him if he worked for the people’s democracy for nothing. 
He did not answer, but in anger stepped on the accelerator and lost 
no time in getting to Central Park, where he stopped in a deserted 
alley, got out, procured a monkey wrench from the back seat and 
threatened me with the statement that I should realize that I was 
completely in his hands and that he could do whatever he pleased 
with me. 

With his hand raised to strike me, he asked me if I was ready to 
sign a loyalty oath to the Communist Party. I replied that I would 
gladly do that because I had desired to do that for a long time. 

He tortured me for a long time with questions as to whether I was 
for or against him. He asked me why my reports contained such 
praise for the United States and for some persons in my group. 

After this meeting, the agent of the FBI told me that this was the 
usual procedure of treatment by Communist agents to convince you 
that you are in their hands and that they consequently do not have to 
pay you anything. 

They also advised me not to talk with Munk about financial mat- 
ters any more, but to wait until he talked about money. 

At my next meeting, I practically did not recognize Munk, there 
was such a change in his attitude toward me. He simply handed me 
$50 or $60 and told me to find a reason for my group so that they 
would send me to Washington. And if I needed any money in Wash- 
ington, I should contact Mr. Horvat at the Czechoslovak Embassy. 

A few days later, my group sent me to Washington to get some ma- 
terial from the Library of Congress. I stayed several days in Wash- 
ington for one particular purpose, and that was to contact Mr. Horvat 
at the Embassy, so that | would know what he looked like. 

Mr. Scurogper. Where did you stay when you were in Washington? 

Mr. Mounar. I think I stayed in the Hotel Ambassador. 

Mr. Scurogper. You did not stay at the Embassy? 

Mr. Motnar. You mean the Czechoslovak Embassy? 

Mr. Scuroeper. Yes. 

Mr. Moutnar. No. This time I was not in contact with the Czecho- 
slovak Embassy. I have not the permission to go there. 

Mr. Scurorper. I see. Continue, please. 

Mr. Mounar. After I called him, and gave him the proper pass- 
word, we met by appointment in the Hotel Ambassador bar. Before 
we ended the conversation, Mr. Horvat gave me the address of a bar, 
the name of which I have forgotten, where I was to meet him every 
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time we arranged a meeting. I remember the bar was situated in a 
very bad section of Washington. 

After about three visits to Washington, I reported to Munk in New 
York that I made contact with a captain from the Army Intelligence 
who was attached to the branch dealing with the Czechoslovak affairs, 
especially with Slovak’s underground movement. 

I mentioned in the report that this captain liked to drink a lot, 
liked women. Women were his weakness. When he had a lot to 
drink, he talked very loosely about the things he was doing in the 
Pentagon. He liked to boast of his importance. 

Munk was not very enthusiastic about it, but, on the contrary, 
became suspicious. He advised me to be very cautious and not to 
ask for any military information to start with. If the captain should 
start a conversation concerning military information, I was to switch 
the topic to women, sports, or something of the sort. He cautioned 
me to look out for a trap. In reality, when I met the captain, we 
had a very pleasant social conversation. We did not discuss any 
military matters at all. 

After a month or so, I reported to Munk the resignation of a general 
of the United States Army in Germany, whose name I do not recall. 
That general held a very important position with the occupation force 
in Germany. His resignation was to be announced within 14 days 
by President Truman himself. 

The President announced the resignation about a week ahead of 
time, but the important thing was that Munk had this information 
in his possession at least 4 days before it was announced. 

Mr. Scproreper. That could not be General Clay, could it? 

Mr. Motnar. I do not think so, sir. I am not sure. 

Mr. Scorogeper. Continue, please. 

Mr. Motnar. This convinced Munk that the captain could be used 
very well for his plans. He proposed the following plan to me: I was 
to have, in the very near future, lunch with Munk at the restaurant 
La Couple on Seventy-second Street, between Amsterdam Avenue 
and Columbus Avenue in New York City. 

There was to be a young girl nearby there who would be watching 
me and studying my face. After that, I was supposed to go to 
Washington and have dinner with the captain in a prominent res- 
taurant. I was to inform Mr. Horvat at the Embassy about the 
place and time of the dinner. 

At the dinner, a young girl would start making eyes at us, and I 
was to arrange to have her sit down at our table. I was to leave the 
table so that the girl and the captain could be alone, when I decided 
the captain had had enough to drink. She was to take over from 
there and I was to look for a new prospect. 

The captain and I appeared at the dinner but the girl did not show 
up. I do not know the real reason for the girl not showing up, but 
Munk told me that he was not satisfied with the girl, but that his 
big boss in the United States would supply him with another girl to 
finish this particular case. 

After this incident, Munk was not as active, looked as if something 
was bothering him, and he was getting to be very careful. He even 
proposed that we should not meet at all but communicate through a 
contact. 
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That contact was Mrs. Gordon, alias Helen Vrabel, alias Mrs. 
Finkelstein. 

While she worked with me, she was Mrs. Gordon. She displayed 
more enthusiasm than any other previous contact I had had from 
Munk. Although she had no authority to give me any orders, she 
was constantly spurring me on to work more and more. She tried 
to teach me to hate everything American as she herself does. 

She claimed she was working for a private firm on Twentieth 
Street, but I knew all the time she was working all the time at the 

Czech consulate and that she was known for her activity with the 
C ommunist Party for at least 20 years. She was also an organizer 
for the Slovak Workers Organization, which is still listed as a sub- 
versive organization by the ‘Attorney General. 

She was writing for Communist newspapers, lecturing on the radio, 
and speaking all over the United States. I was working with her 
until Mr. Munk and Mr. Horvat were both expelled from the country 
as persona non grata. 

Before Munk left, he told me that about 2 months after his depar- 
ture, whoever was to take his place would contact me. That was 
sometime about the middle of November 1949. 

Someone called me in January 1950, using Munk’s name as refer- 
ence. Because he did not use the proper identification which Munk 
and I agreed upon, I disregarded it entirely. 

That was the last time I was ever contacted by any member of the 
Communist Party. 

Four months ago, I received an anonymous letter, made up out of 
newspaper letters cut out and pasted on a sheet of paper, to contact 
the secretary, or his assistant, to the Czechoslovak mission to the 
United Nations. I called him and bad a meeting with him, where he 
told me that Prague ordered him to contact me. 

He left me with the promise that he would call me again and issue 
special instructions to me. No one has called me since that time. 
His name was Mr. Stary. 

Mr. Suroeper. You do not know his first name? 

Mr. Motnar. No. 

Mr. Sarorper. Mr. Molnar, the committee is very grateful for 
your appearing today, and presenting your statement, and answering 
the questions that the Senators have asked you. We appreciate it 
very much, 

Mr. Mounar. Thank you, sir. 

(Thereupon, at 11:30 a. m., the subcommittee recessed, to recon- 
vene subject to call of the Chair.) 








ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO 
EMBASSIES AND CONSULATES UNDER SOVIET DOMI- 
NATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1952 


Unitep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
Acr aNnD OrHerR INTERNAL SECURITY 
Laws, OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to call at 10 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herbert R. O’Conor presiding. 
Present: Senator O’Conor. 
Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member; and Donald D. Connors, Jr., investigator. 
Senator O’Conor. In the presence of Almighty God, do you swear 
that the testimony you are about to give to this Judiciary subcom- 
mittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 
Miss Svopopa. Yes, I do. 
(Joseph Ignac Molnar, Jr., 1821 Biltmore Street NW., present 
under subpena.) 


TESTIMONY OF MISS PAVLINE SVOBODA, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name and 
address? 

Miss Svospopa. My name is Pavline Svoboda, 141 West Eightieth 
Street, New York City. 

Mr. Arens. And where and when were you born? 

Miss Svopopa. I was born in Neratovice, Czechoslovakia, on 
September 5, 1920. 

Mr. Arens. Will you give us just a word, please, with respect to 
your early life, your education, and training prior to the time that 
you reached adulthood? 

Miss Svopopa. I went to grammar school in Lubkovice, to high 
school in Neratovice, and business college in Melnik. 

Mr. Arens. Then, will you kindly trace for us, if you please, your 
employment activities after you reached employment age? 

Miss Svopopa. I started to work at 19. My first employers were 
Dr. Weisbarth and Dr. Riener, attorneys at law in Prague. These 
gentlemen are in New York now. I worked at various firms until 1943, 
when I was took out from a transport firm, Schenker, and put to labor 
office,in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia during the Nazi 
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occupation. There I worked till the liberation in 1945. From that 
I was called to Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare by Dr. Lastovka, 
for whom I worked till December 1946. 

Mr. Arens. You worked there as a secretary? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; as a secretary for Dr. Lastovka. 

Mr. Arens. Just proceed, if you please, and tell us the next em- 
ployment. 

Miss Svopopa. Because it was a personnel department, I was 
transferred to his Cabinet as a secretary to the Minister, Dr. Soltesz, 
and after election in 1946, Mr. Nejedly came to the Ministry and I 
worked at his office until December of 1946. 

Mr. Arens. What Ministry did Dr. Nejedly occupy? 

Miss Svopopa. Mjnister of Social Welfare. 

Mr. Arens. What period of time was this, that is, what year? 

Miss Svopopa. 1946. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Miss Svopopa. At that time Mr. Stolz from New York, an official 
of the Ministry of Labor, came to Prague, and I asked to get a job. 

Mr. Arens. Is that George Stolz?  ~* 

Miss Svogpopa. George Stolz. 

Mr. Arens. What was his official capacity? 

Miss Svonpopa. He was an official for the Ministry of Social Welfare 
and Labor in Prague here in New York. 

Mr. Arens. He was representing the Czechoslovakian Government 
in New York City in 1946? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; since 1945. 

Mr. Arens. And then he came to Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you contacted him there about employment; is 
that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. He contucted me. 

Mr. Arens. He contacted you about employment? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Miss Svopopa. Then I asked Dr. Kraus, who was the boss of the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, to be transferred to Mr. Stolz 
to New York, and he said that he would try to help me, and he really 
helped me, and in February of 1947 I came to New York. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity did you come? 

Miss Svopopa. As a secretary. 

Mr. Arens. As a secretary to whom? 

Miss Svospopa. To Mr. Stolz. 

Mr. Arens. You arrived in February 1947, at which time you 
came to the United States as secretary to Dr. Stolz; is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, to Mr. Stolz. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly continue to trace the chronology of 
your employment? 
~ Miss Svopopa. And I worked for him and I helped at the consulate 
because Mr. Stolz didn’t have enough work for me, so I worked for 
the consulate, too, all that year, till April of 1948, when Mr. Stolz was 
recalled to Prague, and the office of the labor attaché was closed. 

Mr. Arens. Am I clear in my impression from what you said, that 
vou worked for Mr. Stolz and also part time for the Czechoslovakian 
consulate in New York City? 
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Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in the consulate? 

Miss Svonopa. I worked for Mr. Kyjousky. He was giving me 
letters to be typed and only that. That was all, until April of 1948. 
Then, when Mr. Stolz left the office, I didn’t have any employer, so 
I just worked for the consulate and Mr. Kyjousky just said to Dr. 
Kuraz—he was consul general at that time in New York —that I be 
transferred from Mr. Stolz’ office to the Czechoslovakian Embassy. 
It was in April 1948. 

Mr. Arens. In the meantime, and as of February 1948, the Com- 
munists had seized control of Czechoslovakia, had they not? 

Miss Svoboda. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Miss Svopopa. I moved from Mr. Stolz, office to Dr. Kuraz, 
office. I worked with Mr. Kyjousky in the office of the consul gen- 
eral until September 1948, when I went to Czechoslovakia to visit my 
family. When I came back on November 6, 1948, the consulate was 
moved to the new building on East Sixty-seventh Street, and I was 
working with Mr. Kyjousky again. I was sitting with him in his 
room and still working for Dr. Kuraz, but at that time Mr. Munk was 
transferred from Washington to New York, and I took some dictation 
from Dr. Munk. 

Mr. Arens. Who was your supervisor? 

Miss Svopopa. Mr. Kuraz. 

Mr. Arens. What was his title? 

Miss Svopopa. Consul general. 

Mr. Arens. As of November 1948? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes; till January 1949, Mr. Kuraz was my boss. 

Mr. Arens. What happened in January 1949? 

Miss Svopopa. Mr. Kuraz left for Prague. He was recalled, and 
Dr. Munk was acting consul general, so automatically I went to work 
for him. 

Mr. Arens. Dr. Munk is Dr. Ervin, E-r-v-i-n, Munk? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How long was it you worked for Dr. Ervin Munk, until 
there was another change? 

Miss Svopopa. February to June. 

Mr. Arens. Of 1949? 

Miss Svopopa. 1949. 

Mr. Arens. Will you just go on with the chronology, if you a. 

Miss Svonopa. In June I was transferred to Washington, D. C., 
the Czechoslovakian Embassy, where I was a secretary. I was inst a 
secretary, and in October 1949, I was transferred to the Berlin east 
zone. 

Mr. Arens. Then, what happened? 

Miss Svonopa. Then I contacted my family, if I should go, if I 
should leave, or what would happen. 

Mr. Arens. Your family in Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. I got news that my fiance was in prison, and 
on November 3—his name is Peter Hozak—so at that time I decided 
not to go home, and I contacted Major Novak. 

Mr. Argens. Who is Major Novak? 

Miss Svozopa. He used to work at the Czechoslovakian Embassy 
I asked him his advice, and he said I should wait until the last day 











16 ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES IN SOVIET-DOMINATED CONSULATES 


when I was supposed to leave the United States, and then I should 
give my resignation to the Czechoslovakian Embassy. 

Mr. Arens. Could you just tell us in a word what caused the 
arrest of your fiance in Czechoslovakia and his imprisonment? 

Miss Svopopa. Mr. Munk intercepted some letters at the consulate, 
and when he went to Prague, after 2 days my friend was imprisoned. 
Dr. Munk came to Prague the last day in October 1949, and my 
friend was imprisoned on November 6 or November 3, 1949. 

Mr. Arens. And it was because of fear of return that you decided 
to stay here; is that correct? 

Miss Svospopa. Yes, and after I came from Czechoslovakia, and I 
knew he was trying to escape across the border, I decided not to go 
back at that time already and that was the reason I didn’t meet Mr. 
Molnar any more when I[ came from Prague. I talked to Dr. Munk 
and told him that I wouldn’t do it any more. 

Mr. Arens. You would not engage in certain activities which we 
will get into a little later on; is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Argens. And then what happened? What date is that, by 
the way? 

Miss Svopopa. It was December of 1949, and at that time Mr. 
Palma was in the hospital in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify him. 

Miss Svopopa. He was acting consul in Pittsburgh.' 

Mr. Arens. I do not quite understand what he has to do with 
your chronology here, being in the hospital. 

Miss Svopopa. I wanted to tell you I went to Pittsburgh in 
December, and I visited Palma in hospital and I came back to Wash- 
ington. Then, in 3 days, Palma died, so I went back to Pittsburgh 
and I attended the funeral, and stayed till December 20, when Mr. 
Outrata called me to Pittsburgh and I said I have to leave. 

Mr. Arens. He was the Ambassador? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. He left for Czechoslovakia. I said that I will 
be back in Washington, and I came, on December 21, and he asked me 
if I am going to leave and I said that I have some formalities to do 
in New York because of the transfer of my car and that I will go to 
New York and I will leave from New York, and from New York I 
called him that I can’t leave because the car isn’t still transferred on 
my name and that I won’t leave it here, and that I will leave on the 
ship like the other clerks from the consulate, and he said that I have to 
come back to Washington, and I cabled him that I would be there 
on January 3. 

Mr. AreEns. 1950? 

Miss Svopopa. 1950, January 3 was on Monday. I had to work 
there for 2 weeks and then I left for New York and I mailed my 
resignation on January, I think, 16, 1950. 

Mr. Arens. You mailed your resignation to him? 

Miss Svopopa. To Dr. Outrata. 

Mr. Arens. And where was he located at that time? 

Miss Svospopa. In Washington. 

Mr. Arens. He was your immediate superior, was he not? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 


1Zdener Palma is deceased. 
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Mr. Arens. And then just tell us briefly what happened from 
then on? 

Miss Svopopa. Then I stayed with my friends in New York on 
the same address I have now, and I tried to get a position, but before 
that I contacted the FBI several times here in Washington, telling 
them what I knew and what they wanted to know. 

Mr. Arens. Who asked you to contact the FBI? 

Miss Svospopa. Mr. Novak—nobody asked me. I deliberately did 
it, because I didn’t have any friends here and I didn’t know where to 
go, and I asked Mr. Novak to help me, so he made an appointment 
for me and I met Mr. at the FBI here in Washington, and I 
came here several times from New York. 

Mr. Arens. Since that time you have had various positions? 

Miss Svospopa. No; I didn’t work. I couldn’t get any job until 
November 1950 at , and I am working at since that 
time, since November 1951. 

Mr. AreEns. Miss Svoboda, since you severed your affiliation with 
the Czechoslovakian Embassy you have supplied. information to 
various intelligence agencies of the Government of the United States, 
have you not? 

Miss Svosopa. To the FBI in Washington, to FBI in New York, 
and here. 

Mr. Arens. And you have cooperated here with the Internal 
Security Subcommittee in supplying information. 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Miss Svoboda, durjng the time that you were working 
with Dr. Ervin Munk, did you have occasion to observe his activities 
on behalf of the Czechoslovakian Government, that is, his activities 
in the United States? 

Miss Svosopa. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Would you, in your own words on the basis of your 
association with Dr. Munk and your observation, explain for the 
record what you observed and what you knew of his activities? 

Miss Svospopa. I met first Mr. Munk in February of 1948 at the 
consulate when he came from Prague to work at the Czechoslovakian 
Embassy. I was introduced to him by Mr. Palma, who was a clerk 
at the Czechoslovakian consulate, and he told me that Mr. Munk 
was sent by the Ministry of Interior to work in Washington, and he 
said that he, Munk, is a good Communist, that he was a lawyer in 
Prague for Communist Party since 1924, and that he has an important 
position in the Communist Party, and that was all, when I met him. 

Then, in 14 days, Mr. Munk came back from Washington, and was 
signing all visas for people who wanted to visit Czechoslovakia, and 
dictated me all the names on paper, and I had to type it up for him. 
That was all at that time. 

And I think in April or so, when he came to New York again he 
said that Mr. Houdek, at that time delegate to the United Nations 
from Czechoslovakia, introduced him to Mr. Molnar. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Joseph Molnar? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. He is the gentleman present at the hearing this 
morning? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. And what he would like me to do is, if Mr. 
Molnar could send his letters on my address, and I would send them to 
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Washington on address of Mr. Janik, and I said, ‘“Yes,’’ he could do 
that, and he said he wants me to see that man, that I would be sure 
that it was him. 

Mr. Arens. What man was he speaking of? 

Miss Svonopa. He was speaking of Mr. Molnar. He asked me to 
come to Hotel Barbizon-Plaza in New York and that I will meet 
Mr. Molnar in the lobby and when we came to the hotel Mr. Molnar 
wasn’t there, and Mr. Munk said, “Oh, I remember now, he is sup- 
posed to be upstairs. He will come to my room,” and w hen we come 
upstairs, Mr. Molnar was waiting in front of Mr. Munk’s room and 
he introduced me to him. He said about news Mr. Molnar is going 
to send to my address, and that was all at that time. 

Next time when Mr. Munk came to New York he said he was 
supposed to meet Mr. Molnar at the cafeteria on Fifty-seventh Street, 
but he doesn’t have time to be there, if I could go there and get the 
papers, which Mr. Molnar has ready for him, and it was on my 
official time. 

I said to Mr. Palma, “I don’t like it’? and Mr. Palma said I have 
to do it, so I went there and I met Mr. Molnar. 

He gave me, J think, three papers. I don’t know what was on the 
aper but it was, I think, in his handwriting, and at that time Mr. 
lolnar was mentioning some money and I said, “I am sorry, I don’t 

know anything about it’’—that you better speak with Dr. Munk 
yourself, and Mr. Molnar asked me just to mention it to Dr. Munk, 
I mean the money—and gave me that letter for him. I gave that to 
Dr. Munk and I mentioned the money. 

The next time I know that Mr. Munk met Mr. Molnar himself. 
I don’t know nothing what happened on that question about money, 
but I think it was in May 1948 when Dr. Munk was again in New 
York 

He said he met Mr. Molnar that day and he didn’t have money with 
him, and he gave me an envelope and he said that in it there are some 
money for Mr. Molnar, but I don’t know how much it was. I think 
it was hundred dollars, but it could be $200. I know it wasn’t less 
than $100, because when I was giving the money to Mr. Molnar I 
asked him to count it, and he did. That was the only time, as I 
remember, I gave some money to Mr. Molnar. 

I met him since that time once or twice, but he send me—I don’t 
remember, but I think three times—some letters, which I didn’t 
open. I just put them in the envelope at the consulate. I got official 
money for the postage and I mailed it to Mr. Janik to Washington. 

Mr. Arens. These are letters that Mr. Molnar gave you to mail? 

Miss Svosopa. He sent them to my address on 130 West Eightieth 
Street. 

Mr. Arens. Molnar sent letters for you to mail? 

Miss Svonopa. There wasn’t any address on that envelope, but it 
was Mr. Molnar’s handwriting. I didn’t open it. I got an envelope 
with my address on it, but I could recognize Mr. Molnar’s handwriting. 

I put it in the envelope and I mailed to Mr. Janik’s address in 
Washington. 

And the last time I think I met Mr. Molnar was in August 1948, 
because I left for Prague in September 13, 1948, and when I came 
back and Mr. Munk asked me to meet Mr. Molnar I said to him that 
“T won’t do this any more” and he said “You know what it means,” 
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and I said, “Yes, but it isn’t really a work I am supposed to do for 
consulate,”’ and he said he will report it to Prague, and I said, ‘‘Yes, 
I know that,” and he did. 

I brought this work of Mr. Molnar’s to Dr. Sovkova, who resigned 
from Czechoslovakia—she was attaché of culture—because I was 
meeting her after her resignation, and I said, “There is young man, 
his name is Molnar.’”’ I remember mentioning that because I thought 
his name isn’t the right one, the correct one which he is giving me. 

I said, ‘‘He has dark features, and he works for Mr. Papanek, and 
he is selling information to Dr. Munk,” and I asked her if she has an 
opportunity, to tell to Mr. Papanek. I said that in front of two of 
my other friends. 

Mr. Arens. Miss Svoboda, do you have information you acquired 
on the basis of your observation and experiences with Dr. Munk 
with reference to his contacts with Mr. Vinar? 

Miss Svosopa. I remember when Mr. Vinar, Jan Vinar, came to 
New York. It was in July 1949. He came to New York at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Who was he? 

Miss Svopopa. He was supposed to be chargé d’affaires in Wash- 
ington at the Czechoslovakian Embassy, and he stopped at the 
Czechoslovakian consulate when he came from the ship, but he 
wasn’t introduced to us. We just heard from Mr. Munk that Mr. 
Vinar is going to Washington. I didn’t meet him at that time. The 
first I saw Mr. Vinar was in July 1949, in Washington, but I remember 
Mr. Munk telling that Mr. Vinar is a very talented man and that 
he is a true Communist and he mentioned that he isn’t just sent from 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but that he has some other assignment in 
the United States than to be an official Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Arzuns. Who is it speaking, Dr. Munk? 

Miss Svopopa. Dr. Munk. 

Mr. Arens. Dr. Munk told you that? 

Miss Svopopa. To me and Mr. Palma. Mr. Palma was in the 
same room. 

Mr. Arens. Dr. Munk told Mr. Palma in the same room that you 
were sitting in that Mr. Vinar was being sent to the United States 
ostensibly, that is, for all outward appearances, as the chargé d’affairs, 
but that he had another assignment; is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; that is what he meant by that. 

Mr. Arens. What did he say about the other assignment? Did 
he go into the details or tell what the other assignment was? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; and we found out like this: Mr. Palma had 
his own cable call with Prague, with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
ard Mr. Munk had his own cable with Ministry of Interior and with 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and we got some cables at the consulate 
which Mr. Munk decoded, and Mr. Munk said, ‘‘Now, I know this 
must belong to Mr. Vinar,” and they sent it and they called Mr. 
Vinar on the phone, and he sent it to him. 

Mr. Arens. The Ministry of the Interior in Czechoslovakia is the 
agency of the Czechoslovakian Government that bandles the espio- 
nage and the secret police work of the Czechoslovakian Government, 
is that not correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Just proceed, if you please. 
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Miss Svopopa. We knew that Vinar was coming to New York, 
but we never met bim, and while I was at the Embassy, Vinar left 
always for 2 or 3 days to New York, but he never mentioned what he 
was doing there. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Vinar have conferences with Mr. Molnar 
apd with Col. Oto Biheler? 

Miss Svosopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And with Mr. Munk? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. They always were together. 

Mr. Arens. Where were they? 

Miss Svonopa. And especially at that time, when Dr. Munk was 
sent to be persona non grata, Mr. Vinar and Mr. Biheler both went 
to New York and they took several packages with them for Dr. 
Munk to take home, and they did stay in New York for 3 days. 

Mr. Arens. Did they have any conferences in the Embassy, where 
you were working? 

Miss Svopopa. Oh, Vinar and Biheler were always together, the 
first thing in the morning—Biheler was always late—and then Mr. 
Vinar went to Mr. Vinar’s office and in the afternoon they always 
were together for an hour or so because I was sitting next to Vinar’s 
office and I heard their voices. 

Mr. Arens. What did they talk about? 

Miss Svospopa. Oh, I couldn’t hear that. 

Mr. Arens. You just knew they were talking? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How about Jiri Stari? Was he an associate of Mr. 
Vinar’s? 

Miss Svospopa. When Mr. Stari came to New York I think I was 
just to leave, and he never was introduced to me, but I heard of him 
from Miss Marta Rheinlander, and she was telling me that he is a 
Communist who was trained in Moscow, and that neither Mr. Houdek 
nor Mr. Nosek like him, and that they are afraid of him, as was she. 

Mr. Arens. What caused them to be afraid of Mr. Stari? Did he 
have some supervisory power over them? 

Miss Svosopa. That I wouldn’t know. I just know—I don’t 
know it, but I heard—that Mr. Stari took over part of the work of 
Mr. Munk. 

Mr. Arens. After Mr. Munk had been declared persona non grata; 
is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Stari and Mr. Munk confer frequently before 
Mr. Munk was declared persona non grata? 

Miss Svosopa. I haven’t been at the consulate at that time any 
more. 

Mr. Arens. How did Mr. Munk get his mail from Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svospopa. By diplomatic pouch by people who were supposed 
to work at the consulate or Embassy. Mr. Munk had his special bag 
which was wrapped first by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and then 
when they opened it there was another paper and another seal sealed 
by the Ministry of Interior. 

I remember, they were always big white envelopes, with red seals, 
two or three red seals. 

Mr. Arens. How about the people from the United Nations; did 
they do any transmitting of mails? 
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Miss Svospopa. Oh, yes, always; especially persons with United 
Nations delegations. 1 even remember that Mr. Houdek when he 
went to Prague in December, 1947, when he still was at the Embassy 
in Washington, had 97 large bags, soldier-green bags, and that they 
had hired a Mr. Machotka, who was transportation, and that man 
who owns transportation cars, usually brought the bags to the ship, 
and I don’t remember, but it was less than 30 always, but at that time 
Mr. Houdek had 97 bags. He was friend of Mr. Beak. Mr. Beak 
would know his name. 

Mr. Arens. How did Mr. Munk transfer his mail from the United 
States to Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svospopa. The same way. When the United Nations delega- 
tion was returning to Czechoslovakia, he always was dictating letters 
and preparing packages with literature and booklets and pamphlets, 
the same way he sent the machines, the dictaphone machines 
which were 10 of them. 

Mr. Arens. He sent 10 dictaphone machines back? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. I know that he was buying some equipment 
which was highly secret. 

Mr. ArEns. Who was? 

Miss Svonopa. Mr. Munk. 

Mr. Arrns. What secret equipment did he buy? 

Miss Svonopa. They were small small lamps, like this [indicating] 
in envelopes, and he bought them 500. I know that because our 
office was full of the empty envelopes. 

Mr. Arens. Where did he get these little lamps? 

Miss Svonopa. I don’t know where, but it was on the West Side, 
somewhere on Broadway. 

Mr. Arens. In New York City? 

Miss Svopopa. In New York City. How I know that is that he 
didn’t come one day for lunch and his wife was calling him, and she 
was scared that something happened to him, and we didn’t know 
where he went, so at that time Miss Vrablova, who was his secretary 
at that time, called for taxi and went after him. When Mr. Munk 
came back in the afternoon he said that it was stupid to try to find him, 
that he was buving some material, and he brought some packages and 
he put them in safe at Mr. Kyjousky’s office. 

Mr. Arrens. Did Mr. Munk make a little profit on the Czecho- 
slovakian Government on any of these purchases he made? 

Miss Svopopa. When I came to Washington, Mr. Kyjousky, who 
was very bitter at that time because he was recalled already, said to 
me that at that time when Mr. Munk was working here he asked him 
for thousand dollars on account of Ministry of Interior and that he 
then asked for another thousand dollars and he gave him a bill for 
10 dictaphone machines at $1,900 and Mr. Kyjousky told me that he 
found out that it was $1,000 more than they really cost, and every- 
body at the Embassy was interested in it, so we called RCA and we 
especially asked how much these machines are and really found it was 
$1,000 more than it should be, and at that time Mr. Kyjousky 
mentioned ‘‘No wonder that he has a car’ and then I heard when Mr. 
Munk left that he left here in the United States in New York, $4,000 
at his lawver’s office. 

Mr. Arrens. What did Palma do when he was in the United States? 
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Miss Svosnopa. Palma came as a file clerk to the consulate and he 
was an old Communist since 1924. I think Mr. Houdek told him 
when he came from Prague that at Ministry of Foreign Affairs people 
are afraid that Palma would -be sent away from the United States 
and that he would be better safe at the delegation, so Palma was 
transferred to the United Nations delegation of Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Arens. It was the opinion that Palma, in the consulate, engag- 
ing in the activities he was engaged in, would be in jeopardy of 
deportation back home; is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. But that he would not be if he were connected with the 
United Nations? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; but at that time this was said, Palma wasn’t 
active. He was working just as a clerk, but he was trying to change 
opinion at the consulate, of people that they should follow Communist 
ideas. That was said after Mr. Papanek took over the office; not the 
position, I mean really the office, the furniture and the safes. 

Mr. Arens. You accompanied Palma on a trip to Czechoslovakia 
at one time, did you not? 

Miss Svopopa. I didn’t want to, but on Saturday—lI didn’t want 
to—and on Monday I found out that the ship card was reserved for 
me on the Batory, so on Saturday at 3 o’clock, September, I found 
out that I have to go. 

Mr. Arens. The Batory is the ship that Eisler escaped on? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you went on the Batory with Mr. Palma, to 
Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us what happend there. 

Miss Svopopa. When I came home I visited Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs just once in Czechoslovakia, and it was unofficially. I met 
some people, three or four, just two of them on the steps, and three 
other ones, just on the corridor. I haven’t been in any office. I 
didn’t talk to anybody officially. It was merely a private trip which 
1 paid for. It was paid by me. I took material for six suits. I took 
some leather for shoes, and for handbags, which I took back. I 
haven’t been to the Ministry of the Interior. I didn’t meet anyone 
from Minister of Interior. I haven’t been at Mr. Zapatocky’s. I 
didn’t talk with him. I didn’t meet any high Communist or any other 
Communist. I have been with my mother for 1 week and in Nera- 
tovice, where | was born. I met my friend, Mr. Hozak, with whom I 
went almost every day to the theater, and I visited some other friends. 

Mr. Arens. Did you go to the Ministry of the Interior with 
Palma? 

Miss Svopopa. No; I haven’t been at the Ministry of Interior with 
anybody. Not with Mr. Palma, I haven’t been there. Where I 
was was the office of Premier of Czechoslovakian Government, where a 
friend of mine, Dr. Moural, was working. 

I went to Dr. Moural’s office and Mr. Palma went to Mr. Zapatocky’s 
office. I was talking to Dr. Moural and I said,—because I know his 
wife, she was my friend—‘‘What a nice office you have here. What 
a nice picture. What a nice window, the trees are very nice,” and I 
was telling him that I brought some presents for some other friends, 
when somebody knocked on the door, and without asking, came in, 
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and it was Mr. Palma, and he said, ‘I’m sorry that I came in, but Mr. 
Zapatocky is at session, and I have to wait’’ and I said to Dr. Moural, 
“So I will leave” “and I see you and some other friends some other 
day,’ and we left Dr. Moural’s office and Mr. Palma went to Zapa- 
tocky’s office. He had a pair of nylons with him and he said he is 
going to give it to Zapatocky’s secretary, and it will be quicker. 

He says a secretary of Mr. Zapatocky’s is his friend and that he is 
going to give her a pair of nylons, it will be quicker, and | was waiting 
in the room when nobody was sitting there. It could be or it was 
connected with Mr. Zapatocky’s office, but the secretary’s room was 
over in another room, and then I think was Mr. Zapatocky’s office, so 
I didn’t see Mr. Palma talking to the secretary. I didn’t see him 
giving her the pair of nylons. I just remember that Palma came back 
to that room where I was waiting and sitting next to the window and 
he said ‘You will see how quickly it will be, and really, in 3 or 5 minutes 
he was called, and I was sitting there and waiting.” 

I just saw him going away and coming back in 10 minutes—--I think 
it was 10 minutes—and I asked him—he was all excitea—how it was, 
and she, he said, ‘‘called him from the session, and I thought I asked 
him what he told him and he said, ‘‘l explained to him how is Miss 
Svoboda at the consulate; how is the people are anti-Communist, 
that they aren’t sympathetic at all with the Government,” and that he 
should send some strong people to the consulate, and that was all, and 
I am sure that Mr. Palma didn’t get any orders or any special assign- 
ments at Mr. Zapatocky’s office. He just asked him if he wants him 
to take some packages to New York to be mailed for his daughter and 
his son-in-law, Mr. Kayser, who worked in Mexico. We had delega- 
tion in Mexico City. 

Mr. Arens. Of the Czechoslovakian Government? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; and Mr. Kayser, who was son-in-law to Mr. 
Zapotocky, was the head of that Legation, but I know that Palma 
contacted some people at the Ministry of the Interior, and it was 
Mr. Versely, and he was telling Versely is his friend, and that he is 
going to see him. 

How I know that is because I took some fishing equipment for 
Mr. Versely. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Versely give Mr. Palma some money? 

Miss Svonopa. That I found in New York. Mr. Palma asked me 
for a loan of $200 and when I gave it to him I gave him my check. 
He said, ‘You sbouldn’t be afraid, I will give the money to you 
back”—“and I have some money at home, I could take of that, but 
they aren’t mine and I don’t want to touch them,”’ and I said, “How 
come?’ And he said, ‘‘I got some money in Prague,”’ and at that time 
he didn’t mention that he got the money from Versely, and I thought 
this money was money of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but later on 
I found out—lI don’t remember how—that this money was money of 
Ministry of Interior. 

Mr. Connors. And what was that money to be used for? 

Miss Svopopa. I think for espionage, because Palma contacted a 
man whose name I don’t know. I told you about him and I told 
about him at the FBI. I know his name was Joe, and he met him 
through Musil, and he met him at the International Workers Order. 

Mr. Palma met that Joe. His name, I don’t know, whom I never 
saw. I just typed once a card on him to Prague and Mr. Palma left 
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the space blank and he put the name himself in there, through Mr. 
Musil, from International Workers Order, and be was telling me about 
him, that he has a child and wife in Czechoslovakia, that he want to 
go back there. I don’t know if to live there or just to bring back his 
wife and his child, and he said he was close to Mr. Papanek, and that 
he will pretend that he is working on both sides. I mean by that for 
Communists and for Czechoslovakian people in exile, and that bis 
trip could be paid just half and half, that he will get some money from 
Mr. Paparek and he will get some other money from Mr. Palma, and 
I think at that time I found out that the money Palma had was from 
Ministry of Interior. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Svoboda, how often did Palma meet with the 
head of the IWO? 

Miss Svonopa. I wouldn’t know, but I know perfectly that he met 
him once at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and once when his wife and his 
daughter came to meet him in front of the consulate. 

He said, ‘I’m sorry I can’t go home with you, you three.’’ He 
meant me, Mrs. Palma, and his daughter. “Go and have a cup of 
coffee. 1 will be home later,” and Mrs. Palma asked him when and 
he said, “‘Around 7 o’clock,”’ and she asked him where is he going and 
he says he has to meet a fellow at Sixty-fifth Street—and I don’t 
remember this very clearly, any more—but I saw Palma with a small 
geatleman in gray coat without hat walking on Fifth Avenue, but I 
don’t know who it was. I presume it was ‘Joe’ but I wouldn’t 
recognize him because I never saw him and I never saw his face. 

Mr. Connors. And Palma was put in touch with Joe by the head 
of the [WO, the International Workers Order? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. This message that Palma sent to Prague which you 
tvped out and left the name blank, what was the substance of that 
message? 

Miss Svoznopa. It was bis nationality, where he was born, and what 
he is doing, and what he wants to do for Palma. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember where that man was born, that 
Joe? 

Miss Svonopa. No; I don’t remember where he was born, but I 
know he was a Slovak in origin. 

Mr. Connors. Was he a citizen of the United States? 

Miss Svopopa. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. How often did you type messages like that for 
Palma? 

Miss Svopopa. I think that one and two more and the other two 
more were news which this Joe gave him, and I remember what was 
in this news. It was about Mr. Masaryk’s death. 

Mr. Connors. That is Jan Masaryk, the former President of 
Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. Mr. Palma was told that, as we all were, 
that Mr. Masaryk killed himself, but somehow there were some pills 
found near his bed and these pills were sent to New York—I don’t 
know through whom, I think through Mr. Houdek—and it was on 
them a printed name of a Czechoslovakian apothecary, on East Side. 

Mr. Connors. The name of a Czechoslovakian was stamped on the 
box which contained the pills? 
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Miss Svonopa. Yes; on East Side. And Palma was supposed to 
find out what the pills were, because they were thinking that Mr. 
Steinbach, who prescribed these pills to Mr. Masaryk, tried to poison 
him or to drug him and that Mr. Masaryk committed suicide when he 
wasn’t in full possession of his mental factors, so this information 
that Joe had to find out for him—he met Mr. Steinbach at some 
Czechoslovakian meeting and he was trying to find out what these pills 
were, and then Mr. Palma went directly himself to the drug store, and 
he was showed the pills and he wasn’t able to find out why they were 
given to Mr. Masaryk. 

Mr. Connors. How many letters like that one about Joe did you 
write for Mr. Munk? Letters about other people, but letters like the 
one you wrote about Joe? 

Miss Svonopa. He had always such a small memorandum, just a 
few sentences, and | think that 1 typed 50 or maybe less, like that, but 
the last one he gave me had No. 140, and I found that I didn’t tvpe 
for him only, there must be somebody else who typed his memorandums 
for him, and it was the other girl at the consulate. Her name was 
Jitka, and Mrs. Munk herself typed for Mr. Munk. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have occasion to know a man by the name 
of Dvorak, who was employed in the consulate in Cleveland, Ohio? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know him personally, and I never met him. 

Mr. Arens. What happened to him when the United States Gov- 
ernment closed the consulate in Cleveland, Ohio? 

Miss Svozpopa. I found out 14 days ago from Mr. Slavik that he was 
transferred to United Nations Delegates in New York. 

Mr. Arens. And is he there now? 

Miss Svopopa. He’s there now. 

Mr. Arens. When you took dictation from Mr. Vinar did he dictate 
to you any reports upon communism in the United States to be sent 
back to Prague? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. | remember one long report which I tran- 
scribed from my stenographic book. This report Mr. Vinar dictated 
directly from newspaper. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Vinar is now first secretary of the Embassy in the 
Czechoslovakian Government in this country, is he not? 

Miss Svopopa. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Did he make any report back to Prague on the United 
States Senators? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; he did. About 20 or 23—I don’t remember 
any more—Senators were asking for visas to visit Czechoslovakia on 
their trip to Europe, and he was trying to find out all the possible 
information on them he could get, and he dictated a report to me. 

Mr. Arens. What do you know about Mr. Nosek in the United 
Nations? 

Miss Svopopa. I found out in 1948 or else in 1949 that Mr. Nosek 
has a private code and he is sending his own report to Prague, pre- 
sumably on Mr. Munk and other Communist members. 

Mr. Arens. And as to Mr. Hosek in United Nations, what do you 
know about him? 

Miss Svopopa. Mr. Hosek, who resigned his position in June 1949 
had his own cable, too, and he was sending his own reports directly to 
Mr. Klementesz. 
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the space blank and he put the name himself in there, through Mr. 
Musil, from International Workers Order, and he was telling me about 
him, that he has a child and wife in Czechoslovakia, that he want to 
go back there. I don’t know if to live there or just to bring back his 
wife and his child, and he said he was close to Mr. Papanek, and that 
he will pretend that he is working on both sides. I mean by that for 
Communists and for Czechoslovakian people in exile, and that his 
trip could be paid just half and half, that he will get some money from 
Mr. Papanek and he will get some other money from Mr. Palma, and 
I think at that time I found out that the money Palma had was from 
Ministry of Interior. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Svoboda, how often did Palma meet with the 
head of the IWO? 

Miss Svonopa. I wouldn’t know, but I know perfectly that he met 
him once at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and once when his wife and his 
daughter came to meet him in front of the consulate. 

He said, “I’m sorry I can’t go home with you, you three.”’ He 
meant me, Mrs. Palma, and his daughter. “Go and have a cup of 
coffee. I will be home later,” and Mrs. Palma asked him when and 
he said, ‘‘Around 7 o’clock,”’ and she asked him where is he going and 
he says he has to meet a fellow at Sixty-fifth Street—and I don’t 
remember this very clearly, any more—but I saw Palma with a small 
gentleman in gray coat without hat walking on Fifth Avenue, but I 
don’t know who it was. I presume it was “Joe’’? but I wouldn’t 
recognize him because I never saw him and I never saw his face. 

Mr. Connors. And Palma was put in touch with Joe by the head 
of the [WO, the International Workers Order? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. This message that Palma sent to Prague which you 
tvped out and left the name blank, what was the substance of that 
message? 

Miss Svonopa. It was bis nationality, where he was born, and what 
he is doing, and what he wants to do for Palma. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember where that man was born, that 
Joe? 

Miss Svopopa. No; I don’t remember where he was born, but I 
know he was a Slovak in origin. 

Mr. Connors. Was he a citizen of the United States? 

Miss Svopopa. | wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. How often did you type messages like that for 
Palma? 

Miss Svopopa. I think that one and two more and the other two 
more were news which this Joe gave him, and | remember what was 
in this news. It was about Mr. Masaryk’s death. 

Mr. Connors. That is Jan Masaryk, the former President of 
Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. Mr. Palma was told that, as we all were, 
that Mr. Masaryk killed himself, but somehow there were some pills 
found near his bed and these pills were sent to New York—I don’t 
know through whom, I think through Mr. Houdek-—and it was on 
them a printed name of a Czechoslovakian apothecary, on East Side. 

Mr. Connors. The name of a Czechoslovakian was stamped on the 
box which contained the pills? 
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Miss Svonopa. Yes: on East Side. And Palma was supposed to 
find out what the pills were. because they were thinking that Mr. 
Steinbach, who prescribed these pills to Mr. Masaryk, tried to poison 
him or to drug him and that Mr. Masaryk committed suicide when he 
wasn’t in full possession of his mental factors, so this information 
that Joe had to find out for him-—he met Mr. Steinbach at some 
Czechoslovakian meeting and he was trying to find out what these pills 
were, and then Mr. Palma went directly himself to the drug store, and 
he was showed the pills and he wasn’t able to find out why they were 
given to Mr. Masaryk. 

Mr. Connors. How many letters like that one about Joe did you 
write for Mr. Munk? Letters about other people, but letters like the 
one vou wrote about Joe? 

Miss Svonopa. He had always such a small memorandum, just a 
few sentences, and I think that | typed 50 or maybe less, like that. but 
the last one he gave me had No. 140, and I found that | didn’t type 
for him only, there must be somebody else who typed his memorandums 
for him, and it was the other girl at the consulate. Her name was 
Jitka, and Mrs. Munk herself typed for Mr. Munk. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have occasion to know a man by the name 
of Dvorak, who was employed in the consulate in Cleveland, Ohio? 

Miss Svonopa. I don’t know him personally, and I never met him. 

Mr. Arens. What happened to him when the United States Gov- 
ernment closed the consulate in Cleveland, Ohio? 

Miss Svopopa. I found out 14 days ago from Mr. Slavik that he was 
transferred to United Nations Delegates in New York. 

Mr. Arens. And is he there now? 

Miss Svopopa. He’s there now. 

Mr. Arens. When you took dictation from Mr. Vinar did he dictate 
to you any reports upon communism in the United States to be sent 
back to Prague? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. | remember one long report which | tran- 
scribed from my stenographic book. This report Mr. Vinar dictated 
directly from newspaper. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Vinar is now first secretary of the Embassy in the 
Czechoslovakian Government in this country, is he not? 

Miss Svonopa. I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Did he make any report back to Prague on the United 
States Senators? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes: he did. About 20 or 23—I don’t remember 
ainy more—Senators were asking for visas to visit Czechoslovakia on 
their trip to Europe, and he was trying to find out all the possible 
information on them he could get, and he dictated a report to me. 

Mr. ArENs. What do you know about Mr. Nosek in the United 
Nations? 

Miss Svopopa. I found out in 1948 or else in 1949 that Mr. Nosek 
has a private code and he is sending his own report to Prague, pre- 
sumably on Mr. Munk and other Communist members. 

Mr. Arens. And as to Mr. Hosek in United Nations, what do you 
know about him? 

Miss Svopopa. Mr. Hosek, who resigned his position in June 1949 
had his own cable, too, and he was sending his own reports directly to 
Mr. Klementesz. 
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Mr. Arens. These private codes are in addition to their official 
codes; is that not correct? 

Miss Svopopa. That’s right; ves. 

Mr. Arens. When Colonel Ototo Biheler was in the country, do you 
have any information respecting his espionage activities, to procure 
military information? 

Miss Svopopa. I know that Mr. Biheler was sending big boxes with 
some, everybody was saying, military information, to Czechoslovakia, 
on there, through every pouch that went back to Czechoslovakia, 
and that he was always mentioning to be careful on these packages, 
because there are machines in them; that he made several trips to 
Canada, and other places around the country, and this girl was nursing 
his children told me that he was seeing some military camps located 
near to Washington, and he was showing them to her, and that he took 
his wife to Canada, because he said he wanted to cover it and show 
the trip as a pleasure trip, if he takes his wife with him. 

Mr. Arens. What do you know about Dr. Munk’s espionage 
activities to procure atomic energy information? 

Miss Svonopa. When Mr. Munk came to New York in 1949, he 
said that the trip to Mexico was very interesting, and that he met his 
cousin, who was able to give him some information on atomic energy, 
but he was very unhappy that his old pictures were destroyed, because 
the sun came through the camera; that he had some objects on the 
film which would be very interesting. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Munk ever give you a camera which you 
were to return to Mr. Molnar? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes; he did. It was a small camera. He men- 
tioned that he paid $23 for it. 

Mr. Arens. What were his instructions to you? 

Miss Svopopa. He just said to give it to Mr. Molnar. He didn’t 
give me any message or other instructions. 

Mr. Arens. | think we might adjourn for lunch now and get back 
at 1:15. 

(Whereupon the hearing was recessed at 12:15 p. m., to reconvene 
at 1:15 p.m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MISS PAVLINI SVOBODA 


Mr. Connors. Are you ready? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Svoboda, when Dr. Munk went to Mexico 
for 2 months, who was in charge of the espionage work then? 

Miss Svosopa. He was in Washington at that time. I wouldn’t 
know. 

Mr. Connors. Did not Dr. Munk make a trip to Mexico? 

Miss Svonopa. He did; yes. 

Mr. Connors. And you were in Washington? 

Miss Svonopa. No; I was in New York. 

Mr. Connors. And who took care of his work while he was gone? 

Miss Svospopa. No.: His wife went with him as far as I know, but 
I don’t know who worked for him. 

Mr. Connors. Did you receive any mail for him while he was away? 
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Miss Svopopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. No diplomatic pouches came in for him? 

Miss Svonopa. Then Mr. Kuraz would keep it. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Who, to your best knowledge, is in charge of the 
espionage work being conducted for the Czechoslovakian Government 
today? 

Miss Svonopa. Here in the United States? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Svopopa. I think it is Mr. Jan Vinar. 

Mr. Connors. Why do you think it is he? 

Miss Svonopa. Because he was always presented as a true and 
trained Communist who knows everything about the ideology and 
that his knowledge of English was perfect when he came to the United 
States, and he could connect with the people. 

Mr. Connors. Did Munk ever say to you that Vinar was going 
to be in charge of the espionage? 

Miss Svopopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did Palma know Vinar? 

Miss Svornopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did Palma ever tell you that Vinar was going to 
be in charge of the espionage work? 

Miss Svopopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did anyone ever tell you that Vinar was going to 
be in charge of Czechoslovakian espionage work in the United States? 

Miss Svonopa. No, nobody did. 

Mr. Connors. Did Vinar give lectures or does he now give lectures 
at the Czechoslovakian Embassy on Marxism and Leninism? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; he did. 

Mr. Connors. How many of those lectures did you attend? 

Miss Svonopa. Three. On the first one Mr. Vinar was speaking. 
Then Mr. Biheler was speaking. And then again Mr. Vinar prepared 
his lesson. 

Mr. Connors. What did Mr. Vinar say in those lectures? 

Miss Svonopa. He was talking about the Communist ideology and 
about Marxism. 

Mr. Connors. Did you give money to anybody except Mr. Molnar? 

Miss Svopopa. No, | never did. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure about that? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. And you are positive you gave money to no one 
except Molnar? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, I am positive. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever give anyone a camera except Molnar? 

Miss Svopopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did Munk ever send you to see anybody except 
Mr. Molnar? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall giving the camera to Mr. Molnar now? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What did Munk say to you when he gave you the 
camera to give Mr. Molnar? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t remember, and I forgot it completely. 
From Mr. Molnar mentioning it J recall pow, and | know that it was 
some talk about the camera and | know that Mr. Munk then gave 
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the camera to Mr. Molnar and I remember now that J] was given it 
probably by Mr. Munk and then by Mr. Molnar and then one more 
time. I know that I saw that camera. I had it in my hand. I 
don’t remember that | gave it to Mr. Molnar, but I remember Mr. 
Molnar gave it to me. 

Mr. Connors. When he returned it? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever deliver anything for Mr. Vinar? 

Miss Svopopa. No; I never did. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anyone who delivered things for 
Mr. Vinar? 

Miss Svopopa. No; I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Who was his secretary when you knew him? 

Miss Svopopa. At that time, when I was at the Embassy, Miss 
Price was taking his dictatior in English and myself, Miss Basetlik, 
and Miss Polak were taking the Czech ones. I sometimes took 
English ones. She went back to Prague and returned in December 
in 1949. 

Mr. Connors. Where is Miss Polak now? 

Miss Svopopa. I think she went with her father, who was member 
of the monetary fund here in Washington. She went back with 
him to Prague, | believe, but I don’t know about it. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Miss Price? Is that Miss Mary Priée? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What is her position? 

Miss Svospopa. She was the secretary to Mr. Outrata. 

Mr. Connors. Did any members of the Russian Embassy visit 
Vinar? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes. As | mentioned, Mr. Novak, who was a 
cultural attaché of the Russian Embassy. 

Mr. Connors. How often did he see Mr. Novak? 

Miss Svopopa. I saw him three times at the Embassy. 

Mr. Connors. And on each occasion did he see Mr. Vinar? 

Miss Svonopa. Yes, he was in the office with him. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know what they talked about? 

Miss Svogopa. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Did Mr. Vinar ever dictate anything to you bearing 
upon his conversations with Mr. Novak? 

Miss Svornopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. What did Mr. Vinar dictate to you, Miss Svoboda? 

Miss Svonopa. He was dictating to me usual letters about visas, 
»bout Czechoslovakian citizens who die, that left some property here, 
if somebody was imprisoned in Prague and tbeir relatives asked here 
in the United States at the Embassy for mercy—these kinds of letters 
but he never dictated anything to me about espionage, if you wouldn't 
call that report on the United States Communists espionage. 

Mr. Connors. To get back to Mr. Dvorak, the father, what did 
he do in Cleveland? 

Miss Svonopa. He was a consul in Cleveland. 

Mr. Connors. Did he contact Munk frequently? 

Miss Svonopa. I think he did, yes. I know that Mr. Munk 
visited him. 

Mr. Connors. And did Mr. Dvorak furnish any information to 
Dr. Munk? 

Miss Svonopa. That I know just from Mr. Dvorak’s son, Dusan. 
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Mr. Connors. What type of information was this, according to 
Dusan Dvorak? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Was it military information, do you know? 

Miss Svonopa. I know that Mr. Dvorak was getting information 
for Mr. Biheler and that Mr. Dvorak’s son said ‘“‘They’re every kind 
of military information,” but I don’t know if this information for Dr. 
Munk were military. 

Mr. Connors. How did Mr. Dvorak get this information to 
Colonel Biheler; how did he transmit it to Biheler? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know. Dvorak’s son didn’t mention that 
to me. I know especially about the publication of the Department 
of War here in Washington, that they were sending these pamph- 
lets and booklets on Mr. Dvorak’s address to Cleveland and they 
were given or sent to Mr. Biheler. 

Mr. Connors. Did Mr. Biheler ever try to approach anybody 
here in the Pentagon? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know that, Mr. Connors. 

Mr. Connors. Did Mr. Munk ever try to approach anybody here 
in the Pentagon? 

Miss Svopopa. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. How about Palma? 

Miss Svonopa. Oh, no; he didn’t speak English. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Friedlander? 

Miss Svonopa. I don’t know if it’s Friedlander. If you mean that 
newspaperman, I thought his name was Friedman, or something like 
that. 

Mr. Connors. Tell the committee about him. 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know how Friedlander met Mr. Munk, but 
he was a young fellow, 23 or 24 years. I think he was Jewish and I 
met him in Munk’s office. No, I didn’t meet him in Munk’s office. 
Then, I was sitting at Kuraz’ office and there came in this Friedman, 
and asked for Mr. Munk, and I said “He isn’t here, and he will be 
here on Wednesday again, and may I take some message?” and he 
said his name and I told Munk that Friedman or whatever his name 
was, was looking for him and that he will call him on Wednesday, 
and on Wednesday he really called, and Munk didn’t want to talk 
with him, because he had already some information on him, but 
Friedman came on some day to the consulate and he reached Dr. 
Munk and they were discussing employing of Mr. Friedman. I 
wasn’t present at that meeting, but after that, Munk told me that 
Mr. Friedman likes me, or Friedland likes me, but he can’t need his 
services because he wouldn’t do what Munk wanted him to do, and 
he said, ‘‘He must be crazy” and next time when Munk came to New 
York, he said that Friedman saw him in Washington, and that he 
gave him a poem on me or about me, and that he wanted to publish 
it, but Munk told him not to publish it, and that they laughed very 
much at the Embassy about that poem. And when I saw him next 
time, that Friedman, he invited me for a cup of coffee and he said 
he was going to stav in New York because he has some relatives in 
Brooklyn, his grandmother and his sister, and he would like to meet 
me. 

Mr. Connors. What did he look like? 

Miss Svopopa. I know he was small, he had brown hair, and that’s 
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Mr. Connors. Was he married, do you know? 

Miss Svopopa. No. He played piano. He was talking about 
music, and he wanted to speak with me in German and I said “I don’t 
talk German” and he said he would like to invite me to his grand- 
mother’s house in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Connors. Was he from Washington, D. C.? 

Miss Svopopa. I presume. 

Mr. Connors. Why do you think that? 

Miss Svosopa. Because he was coming to New York from some- 
where. He didn’t live in New York. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know how to spell his name? 

Miss Svoznopa. I don’t know his name, but as I remember it, it 
would be F-r-i-e-d-m-a-n, but it could be something else with other 
endings than “‘man,” or “lander.” 

Mr. Connors. Do you know his grandmother’s name, the one that 
lived in Brooklyn? 

Miss Svopopa. No. I know he has a sister. He was telling about 
her. 

Mr. Connors. What did his sister do? 

Miss Svopopa. I think she was studying. She was young. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know where she was going to school? 

Miss Svopopa. No. 

Mr. Connors. You saw him three times; is that correct? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, twice at the Consulate and once I had with 
him a cup of coffee, which I paid myself. 

Mr. Connors. Did you have any information about any drugs 
being given to Jan Masaryk? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes; I know about that. Palma got some letter 
from Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Connors. That is the Czechoslovakian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs? 

Miss Svopona. Yes. I didn’t see that letter, but he was carrying 
it always in his hands, walking around the office, to Munk and back, 
and he asked me if I know Dr. Steinbach, and I said ‘‘No, I never met 
him” and then he was telling me that Dr. Steinbach prescribed some 
ills to Mr. Masaryk which were found near to the bed where Mr. 
Masaryk was, in Mr. Masaryk’s bedroom, and there was a printed 
name on the envelope of those pills, with the name of Czech drug 
store on the East Side. 

Mr. Connors. Was that the first you heard about the pills? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t know anything about the pills being 
bought and sent over to Masaryk? 

Miss Svonopa. No, but I think Mr. Masaryk got these pills when 
he was here last time he was here on United Nations meeting, and 
be visited Dr. Steinbach. At that time Dr. Steinbach probably 
prescribed these pills to him and he took them with himself back to 
Prague. 

Mr. Connors. Did Munk leave any money in this country when 
he went back to Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. I heard at the consulate he left $4,000 here. 

Mr. Connors. Where did he get that money? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Did he sell his automobile when he left? 

Miss Svozopa. Yes, he sold it to Mr. Urba and he got $1,200 for it. 
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Mr. Connors. Did he put that money in a bankin the United States? 

Miss Svosopa. I don’t know, but I know that Mr. Kyjousky said 
“You have nice savings.”’ He said it to me, and I said, ‘‘ Yes” and 
he said “‘What are you going to do with them?” I said, “T will buy 
some things which I will take with me,” and I said, ‘‘I won’t leave it 
here as Mr. Munk did,” and Kyjousky said, ‘“‘ How do you know that?” 
And I think Mr. Palma told me, and at that time Palma mentioned the 
names of two lawyers on Forty-second Street which were consulate 
lawyer, I don’t only know both names, but one lawyer’s name was 
Mr. Recht on Forty-second Street. 

Mr. Scuroeper. Was it Charles Recht? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did Charles Recht spend much time with Mr. 
Munk? 

Miss Svopopa. Oh, yes; very close friends. 

Mr. Connors. Is Charles Recht a citizen of the United States? 

Miss Svosopa. I don’t know. I think he is. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Mr. Rudolfer? 

Miss Svopopa. He was a friend to Mr. Munk. He used to work 
for Dr. Fink at the Czechoslovakian exhibition, and after that, too, 
and Fink hired him because Munk wanted him to. I met Mr. 
Rudolfer in New York, I think, in September, 1948. 

Mr. Connors. Is Rudolfer engaged in espionage on behalf of the 
Czechoslovakian Government? 

Miss Svosopa. I don’t know if he is, but he was giving some news 
to Mr. Munk. I never saw some of them, but I know that Mr. 
Rudolfer, he had typewriter from consulate, an old one, and that Mr. 
Palma was trying to get the typewriter back because he wanted it 
for himself. 

Mr. Connors. Did Munk give that typewriter to Rudolfer? 

Miss Svopopa. I don’t know who, if Munk or Palma, but I know 
somebody of them. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Adolph Hoffmeister? 

Miss Svospopa. Yes, I met him once. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist? 

Miss Svospopa. Oh, yes, he is. 

Mr. Connors. How do you know he is a Communist? 

Miss Svopopa, Everybody knows he is. He was during the war 
here in the United States. 

Mr. Connors. How about Karel Leitner? Do you know that 
person? 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, I know him, but I think that Leitner wasn’t 
a Communist when he was here in the United States. I don’t know 
if he joined the Communist Party in the United States because, when 
he got the position at the consulate, Palma said, ‘‘Did they do it 
because he lost his position at the New York Czechoslovakian news- 
paper, because he was a leftist, or he was a Socialist?’’ But I don’t 
know if he was a Communist. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a person named Benau? That is 
B-e-n-a-u. 

e Miss Svosopa. Beneau? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Svopopa. Beneau and something, Dezider: Dezider Beneau. 
He was in the United States during World War II and he was sending 
some letters to Dr. Soltesz, who was the Minister of Social Welfare, 
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for whom I worked. I saw some letters from Mr. Beneau and he 
asked Mr. Soltesz to give him some position, that he isn’t able to 
live here because he can’t take care of his family, and that he is com- 
ing back to Czechoslovakia. It was early in 1946, and he was 
repatriated. It means consulate pay his trip home. I think it was 
like that. 

Mr. Scnroeper. Do you know of any American citizens who 
applied to the Czechoslovakian consul in New York for visas to go 
to Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svospopa. Oh, there are several of them, but I don’t remember 
the names. There were several hundreds of them when Munk 
came to the United States to handle this, and, without his permis- 
sion, nobody could get a visa, so he always made such a list with 
names on it, and he came to New York every week and it was always 
at the beginning, 50 or 60 people, who were going to Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. ScuroepEr. Do you have any knowledge of any one particu- 
lar person that would come to the consulate and be the spokesman 
for other people that wanted to acquire a visa to go to Czechoslovakia? 

Miss Svopopa. I just mention Mr. Vogel who was at Mr. Kyjou- 
sky’s office asking for a visa for his female friend, and it was in 1948, 
and I think in April, but I wouldn’t remember some special names. 
I don’t know why I should. 

Mr. Scoroeper. Do you have any knowledge of Mr. Vogel fre- 
quenting the consul’s office as an agent for the Czechoslovakian 
Government, to supply the head Government with certain vehicles, 
trucks and cars? 

Miss Svopopa. No. I saw this Mr. Vogel. I don’t know which 
one it was. I think it’s Denek, just at that time, at the consulate. 
I don’t remember seeing him with Mr. Munk or some other Vogels 
with Mr. Munk. Maybe they were there, but I don’t know them, 
and I wouldn’t know that they were Vogels. I saw Mr. Riesenfeld 
at Mr. Munk’s office several times. He got several times a visa 
from Mr. Munk. I met him in Prague when I have been there in 
1948. He used to live in Hotel Ambassador. My friend, Mr. Hosak, 
and me had lunch together with Mr. Riesenfeld, and then when Munk 
went to Washington, Riesenfeld visited him several times here, but, 
as far as I know, Riesenfeld was interested to get a business with the 
Czechoslovakian glass and Riesenfeld once gave a long report to 
Mr. Munk about Vogel’s business with Czechoslovakia. 

I know that goosefeathers in big quality were mentioned, and I 
think a sum of money, but it was in 1948 and I don’t remember any 
more. 

Mr. Scproeper. Have you ever been contacted by anybody in 
the diplomatic service of the Czech Government, either from the 
Embassy, the counsel’s offices, or any trade missions, or information 
centers of the Czech Government since you left the consulate in New 
York? 

Miss Svopopa. No, I never did. I never met anyone, just the 
people who resigned. 

Mr. Connors. You are testifying here under subpena, are you 
not? You have been handed a subpena? a 

Miss Svopopa. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Connors. The committee thanks you for your testimony, and 
you will be released from your subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 2:05 o’clock p. m., Tuesday, February 5, 1952, 
the committee recessed, subject to the call of the chairman.) 
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ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO 
EMBASSIES AND CONSULATES UNDER SOVIET DOMI- 
NATION IN THE UNITED STATES 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1952 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SEcurRITY AcT 
AND OrHeEr INTERNAL Security Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins, presiding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member; John F. Miller, investigator; and Edward R. 
Duffy, investigator. 

Senator Warkins. The committee will be in session. 

Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Cvetic? You do solemnly 
swear the testimony you are about to give in the matter now pending 
before this subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate 
of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Cveric. I do. 


° 
TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW CVETIC, WILLIAM PENN HOTEL, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name, residence, 
and occupation? 

Mr. Cvetic. My name is Matthew Cvetic. I live at the William 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa. I am a consultant with the United 
States Department of Justice. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, will you give us a brief résumé of your 
early life, from the standpoint of your education and previous occupa- 
tions? 

Mr. Cveric. I was born in Pittsburgh, Pa.; educated at St. Mary’s 
Parochial School in Pittsburgh; attended St. Vincent’s College Pre- 
paratory, Latrobe, Pa. 

From 1927 until the present time, my occupational history included 
clerical and sales work up until 1937, at which time I was employed 
as a placement interviewer with the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service and the United States Employment Service. 

I continued in this capacity until December of 1945. In April of 
1941 I was requested by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to vol-. 
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unteer my services, and the job they requested me to do was to join 
the Communist Party and supply the FBI with information on the 
activities of the Communist Party in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Did you do so? 

Mr. Cveric. I avcepted this assignment and actually joined the 
Communist Party im February of 1943. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cveric. I joined the Communist Party at the Fifth Avenue 
High School in Pittsburgh, Pa., having been recruited by Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, a member of the national board of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed at your own pace to develop 
for the record your background and activities up to the present time? 

Mr. Cveric. After joining the Communist Party, I was assigned to 
the Tom Payne professional branch of the Communist Party in Pitts- 
burgh, and continued a member of this branch until December of 1943. 

My duties in this branch were to attend meetings, participate in 
meetings of the executive committee, participate in recruiting drives 
and educational discussions, and also in the sale and distribution of 
Communist publications. 

In the spring of 1944, I was transferred to the North Side Club of 
the Communist Party in Pittsburgh, and continued as a member of 
this club until the summer of 1944, when I was transferred to the 
East End Club of the Communist Party of Pittsburgh. 

In late summer of 1945, I was transferred to the Lawrenceville Club 
of the Communist Party of Pittsburgh, and served as the organ- 
izer for the Lawrenceville Club until February of 1950, when I left the 
Communist Party to testify before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

While a member of the Communist Party, I served in the following 
positions: I was a member of the finance committee of the Communist 
Party of western Pennsylvania from August 1945 until I left the party 
in February of 1950. 

I was a member of the organizational, educational, and financial 
committee of the Communist Party of western Pennsylvania from 
August 1945 until August of 1948. 

I was a member of the nationality commission of the Communist 
Party of the United States from May of 1944 until February of 1950. 

I was secretary and chairman of the Amerivan Slovene Bureau of the 
Communist Party from approximately the fall of 1945 until February 
of 1950, having been assigned to this post at a meeting of the Com- 
munist leaders in the Cleveland office of the Communist Party. 

I was executive secretary of the American Committee for Yugoslav 
Relief for the district of western Pennsylvania; executive secretary for 
the American Slav Congress of western Pennsylvania; secretary of the 
labor press committee of the Communist Party of western Pennsyl- 
vania; member of the national board of the American Committee for 
the Protection of Foreign Born; the American Committee for Yugo- 
slav Relief, of the American Slav Congress, of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress, and many other Communist-front organizations. 

I also participated actively in — up of the Labor Youth League, 
the present youth organization of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, was your participation in these Communist 
activities and in these Communist organizations exclusively for the 
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purpose of obtaining information to be transmitted to the appropriate 
intelligence agencies of the United States Government, with respect 
to the Communist apparatus in the United States? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. I joined the Communist Party at the 
request of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and reported all my 
activities to the FBI during this entire period. 

I do want to make it clear that I did join the Communist Party at 
the request of the FBI and was instrumental in doing this through 
members of the Communist Party who were employed in the United 
States Employment Service in the same department where I was 
employed. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at any time, in fact, from the standpoint of 
your own thinking, your own attitudes, your own motivation, an 
avowed Communist? 

Mr. Cvetic. On the contrary. Strange as it may seem, I was 
anti-Communist and at times even refused to participate in the 
activities, because they were, as I thought, Communist directed and 
authorized. 

Mr. Arens. Is it not true that your participation and membership 
in these organizations was solely and exclusively to serve your Govern- 
ment in the fight against communism? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are appearing today, are you not, before the 
Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
in response to a subpena which was served upon you? 

Mr. Cvertic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, would you please describe the size, mem- 

bership, and function of the Nationality Commission of the Com- 
munist Party of which you were a member? 
» Mr. Cveric. The Nationality Commission of the Communist 
Party operates on an international, national, and local level. It is 
composed on an international level of Soviet agents from the various 
countries, on a national level of Soviet agents of the various nationality 
groups, and on a local level is composed of Communist agents on the 
same basis. 

For example, the commission in the United States is composed of 
leaders from the various nationalities. 

The size of this commission varied from time to time and meetings 
which I attended as a member of this commission found from 12 to 18 
members participating. 

On a local level the same thing applied except the commission was 
broader in scope. On an international level it was also limited to 
trusted Soviet agents from the various countries, including the 
United States. 

Meetings which I attended with Soviet agents from other countries 
usually consisted of from 15 to 20 agents in the various sections of the 
nationality commission. The majority of the members of this com- 
mission were alien agents who have been operating in this country 
for many years. The majority of them were trained at the Lenin 
Institute or in other Soviet training centers in the eastern European 
countries and were sent here for specific assignments by the Kremlin. 

The function of this commission on an international level was to 
hear reports from one of the key members of the commission to trans- 
mit these reports down to the national level of the commission, whose 
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members in turn were instructed to transmit them to the commission 
on local levels in the various cities. The principal centers of activi- 
ties of this commission in which I participated were Pittsburgh, New 
York, Washington, Cleveland, Detroit, and Chicago. 

I also attended meetings of this commission which included repre- 
sentatives from the west coast on a national level and also repre- 
sentatives from Canada, Yugoslavia, and other countries on an 
international level. 

Mr. Scuroreper. Were there any representatives from Mexico who 
ever attended these meetings? 

Mr. Cveric. Not as far as I recall. I would like to point out here 
that the Commission was also broken down into bureaus, and I was 
secretary or chairman of the Slovene Bureau of the Communist 
Party of the United States. Similar bureaus functioned under the 
names of the Polish Bureau, Czechoslovak Bureau, Russian Bureau, 
Ukrainian Bureau, Jewish Bureau, Hungarian Bureau, Lithuanian 
Bureau, Greek Bureau, Serbian Bureau, Croatian Bureau, Bulgarian 
Bureau, Macedonian Bureau, and others. 

Mr. Durry. During your membership on the Nationality Com- 
mission you functioned on that commission in all three levels, that is, 
local, national, and international; is that correct? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, for the benefit of the subcommittee 
would you state the actual purpose for which the Nationality Com- 
mission was formed by the Communist Party and its function along 
the lines of serving as a liaison branch for the mterchange of informa- 
tion within the party? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. The Nationality Commission of the Communist 
Party acted as an agency of the Communist International among the 
agents of the International, functioning in the United States, in the 
embassies of the Eastern European countries, consulates, staffs of the 
United Nations, the trade and travel organizations, the newspaper 
agencies of the Eastern European countries, and the Red Cross relief 
missions of the Eastern European countries, the majority of whom I 
found to be either Soviet agents or members of the Russian Secret 
Police. 

The commission would meet with representatives of the Soviet 
countries, receive directives, and plan the carrying out of these 
directives in the nationality organizations. We also received direc- 
tives on using certain leaders in the nationality field to influence the 
policy of the United States Government by having them contact 
various Government leaders in Washington and other sections of the 
country. 

Mr. Durry. During your membership in the Nationality Com- 
mission, did you obtain information regarding the most prominent 
and apparently the most powerful members of the commission? 

Mr. Cvetic. The most prominent members of this commission 
operating in the United States were Sam Milgrom, Soviet trained 
agent who headed the commission in this country and who made 
reports to the commission; George Pirinsky, alias George Nicholoff 
Zaikoff, trained Soviet agent from Macedonia; and Smeale Voydanoff, 
Charles Musil, Leo Bacich, Mane Susnjar, Bulgaria. George Pirinsky 
headed the Macedonia bureau of the Communist Party in this coun- 
try. Nicholas Baltich (New York, Pittsburgh); Michael Logoyda. 
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(New York); John L. Middleton (New York); Frank Tadej (Tady) 
(Detroit, Pittsburgh, Chicago); Arthur Bartl (New York, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago); Walter Riback (New York); N. J. Nicolac (Mountain 
View, Calif.); Matt Goreta (ClO-UAW—-Detroit, Mich.) ; and Sergej 
Makiedo (Yugoslav Embassy). There were many others, of course. 

Boleslaw (Bill) Gebert, Soviet agent who headed the Polish Bureau 
of the Communist Party; Gerhart Eisler, a courier for the Soviet agents 
in the United States; Dr. Victor Sharenkoff or Sherenkov, a member 
of the Bulgarian Bureau of the Communist Party; Calvin Brueck, 
alias Kolman, head of the Czechoslovak Bureau of the Communist 
Party in the United States and Tass representative here; Mike Tkach, 
Soviet-trained agent, head of the Ukranian Bureau of the Communist 
Party in the U nited States; Steve Nelson, alias Steve Mesarosh, head 
of the Yugoslav Bureau of the Communist Party in the United States, 
and one of the organizational heads of the Nationality Commission 
from September of 1945 until August of 1948; Frank Borich, one of 
the leaders of the Croatian Bureau of the Communist Party in the 
United States; ‘Tony Majnerich, alias Minerich, one of the leaders in 
the Croatian Bureau of the Communist Party of the United States: 
Paul Kluvo, a member of the Polish Bureau of the Communist Party 
in the United States; Helen Vrabel Saunders, she was an active 
member of the Czechoslovak Bureau of the Communist Party and 
worked very closely with the Czechoslovak Embassy in Washington, 
D. C., and the Czechoslovak consulates in New York, P ittsburgh, 
Chicago, and elsewhere. Her principal front activities were carried 
on in the American Slav Congress and the IWO._ I first met 
Helen Vrabel Saunders in 1944 and reported quite extensively on her 
activities to the FBI until she moved to New York where she continued 
her activities in behalf of the Soviet Government; James H. Dolsen, 
also known as J. H. Dolsen and Jim Dolsen was a prominent Com- 
munist with whom I worked from 1943 until 1950 in the western 
Pennsylvania district of the Communist Party. During this period, 
he functioned as an expert on China, as an editor for the Sunday and 
Daily Worker and as literature director for the district of western 
Pennsylvania. From my long association with Dolsen, I was able to 
ascertain from him personally that he operated for the party on the 
west coast prior to 1920; that he trained at the Lenin Institute in 
Moscow; that he was hospitalized in Moscow while studying there; 
that he operated for the Soviet Secret Police in China and from my 
observations, Jim Dolsen was one of the prime Soviet agents operating 
in China and the United States who hammered out the policy on 
China in accord with directives handed down by V. I. Lenin and Joseph 
Stalin. Ofa spec ‘ial interest is the fact that Dolsen, amongst his other 
writings on China, had written a book The Awakening of China in 
1926. Dr. J.B. Matthews in New York City has a copy of this book. 
The Communist Party line followed by certain individuals to influence 
our foreign policy on China within and without our Government in the 
past 25 years, followed closely the writings and directives of Lenin, 
Stalin, and Dolsen. The Dolsen mentioned in this letter is apparently 
the same Dolsen mentioned in Willoughby’s book as H. J. Dolson and 
J. H. Dolson who worked in the Richard Sorge spy ring with Ear! 
Browder, Sam Darcey, Eugene Dennis, and Gerhardt Eisler and others; 
Anthony Gerlach, a ‘member of the Y ugoslav Bureau of the Communist 
Party functioned in many Communist front organizations in and 
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around New York City. He was a member of the Nationality Com- 
mission of the CPUSA. He is approximately 60 years old and I men- 
tion this not to confuse him with his son who is an active member of the 
American-Communist Party in the New York and Detroit areas; 
Samuel Nikolauk was a Soviet agent of either Russian or Ukranian 
extraction who was also very active for many years. He was a na- 
tional official of the International Workers Order ([WO) and as such 
was able to travel throughout the country. I have attended meetings 
of the Nationality Commission of the Communist Party in Detroit, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and New York with Nikolauk and 
have often reported on his activities to the FBI; Peter Shipka, another 
top ranking Soviet agent who used as his cover the treasurer’s job in 
the IWO. While I do not recall his nationality background, I do know 
that of all the agents working in the commission, he was one of those 
who tried to keep his Soviet connections quite secret; Michael Hanu- 
siak was a member of the Ukranian Bureau of the Communist Party 
who worked as an organizer in the IWO. His activities were centered 
in western Pennsylvania, east Ohio, and West Virginia even though he 
traveled much more extensively on a limited basis in the United States; 
Peter Vukcevich was a member of the Serbian Bureau of the Commu- 
nist Party. While most of his activities were centered in New York 
and Pittsburgh, he was also active in Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, and 
elsewhere; Charles Musil, a Soviet agent of either Bulgarian or Mace- 
donian descent functioned in the New York area. For a time, he was 
a paid pational finance chairman of the American Slav Congress and 
it was during this period I became acquainted with him. He worked 
very closely with George Pirinsky, Soviet agent who was deported 
last year. 

Other members of the commission were: Tom Babin, a courier for 
the Yugoslav Communist Bureau; Harry M. Justiz, New York attor- 
ney, a member of the Yugoslav Bureau of the Communist Party; 
Daniel Kasustchik, Ukranian Bureau; Abner Green, a Communist 
agent operating in the American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born; and Steve Dedier, member of the Yugoslav Bureau of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durry. Are the majority of the individuals you have just 
named as being prominent membe ‘rs of the Nationality Commission 
still residing 1 in this country? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir; the majority of the members named are 
residing in the United States, even though several of them have left 
the country in the last several years and are now func tioning in the 
governments of the Eastern European countries, on staffs of the 
United Nations, and in the government proper of the various satellite 
countries. 

Mr. Durry. Would you relate what information you have relative 
to the various methods and techniques employed by the Communist 
Party through the National Commission with the end in view of 
influencing the various leaders and prominent persons in the United 
States? 

Mr. Cvertic. Yes. The Nationality Commission of the Communist 
Party of the United States would be called together and would be given 
a report by Sam Milgrom, Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson, or one of 
the other leaders of the Nationality Commission, and then members 
of the commission would discuss how to best carry out the policies, 
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which represented the policies of the Soviet Union in this country. 
Members of the Nationality Commission would then be assigned to 
contact influential Americans for the purpose of having them contact 
various leaders in the United States. 

For example, some of the people who were utilized in this manner 
by the Communist Party were: the late Louis Adamic, author, Milford, 
N. J.; State Senator Stanley Novak, Detroit, Mich.; Leo Krzycki, 
former vice president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, and 
chairman of the American Slav Congress; Zlatko Balokovic, noted 
concert violinist, New York City; Joyce Borden Balokovic; John 
Marsalka (Yale Y.); Dr. Oscar Lange, and many others. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, do you have information which would be 
helpful in indicating the particular methods that these individuals 
would employ in their efforts to contact the prominent leaders in the 
country or in the Government? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. After these meetings of the Nationality Com- 
mission the Soviet agent who was selected to contact one of our 
prominent leaders here that I mentioned in my testimony—in most 
cases this was George Pirinsky, or Tony Minerich, or Calvin Brueck 

would contact the aforesaid individuals, state what they wanted 
them to do, and in response to this request on many occasions these 
individuals would visit Government leaders in Washington and 
attempt to influence them along the pro-Soviet line. 

Mr. Durry. What were some of the more prominent political issues 
on which these individuals would seek to influence various leaders in 
this country in order to affect the foreign policy of the United States 
more favorably toward the Communist Party line, whatever it hap- 
pened to be at that particular time? 

Mr. Cvetic. Right after World War II one of the major changes 
in the party line was for the party to take a position that this Govern- 
ment is becoming Fascistic and aggressive, and the party adopted a 
line that this Government should be influenced to take a position for 
the complete de-Nazification of Germany. While it is true our Gov- 
ernment leaders tend toward anything but nazism and fascism, the 
Soviet agents tried through their propaganda to give indication that 
such was the case, And therefore through their propaganda methods, 
they used people like Zlatko Balokovic and Leo Krzycki and Stanley 
Novak to come to Washington and contact certain leaders here 
to accept this line, and that contact not only included de-Nazifi- 
cation of Germany, but also referred to certain imperialist designs 
of the United States Government and also cleverly portrayed the 
idea that the United States was an aggressive government seeking 
war and that the Soviet Union was the force of democracy and peace. 

Another favorite party line was to try to influence Government 
leaders to disseminate atomic information on a world-wide level. 

Another one of our favorite party lines in which efforts were made 
to influence Government leaders was the call for the destruction of 
the atomic stockpile in the United States. 

Another favorite line was to call for disarmament in the United 
States. Another favorite line was to try to influence Government 
leaders against UMT and influence them against the rearmament 
program, 

One of the most recent before I left the Communist Party was to 
influence Government leaders in the recognition of the Communist 
government in China. 
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They also tried to influence Government leaders on domestic issues 
regimenting the economy of the United States. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, would it be correct to state that these 
members of the Nationality Commission who would act as liaison 
men with the governmental leaders would attempt to influence the 
opinions of leaders in Government or throughout the country by 
claiming that they were voicing the opinions of numerous persons 
within various nationality groups, whereas in reality those nationality 
groups had no such opinions or had contrary opinions; is that a cor- 
rect statement? 

Mr. Cvertic. That is an absolutely correct statement. 

Mr. Durry. Would you care to elaborate on that statement? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes; I would like to elaborate on it. 

These liaison people would come down to Washington and give the 
impression that they spoke for millions of Americans.. Actually they 
were speaking for the Politburo in the Kremlin because the particular 
issue which they would be projecting would not even be discussed in 
many cases in any meetings outside of the Nationality Commission of 
the Communist Party. 

I recall cases of Soviet agents coming to the United States after a 
conference with Joseph Stalin, the Premier of the Soviet Union, and 
leader of the American Communist Party making their report to the 
Nationality Commission, and immediately the issues discussed there 
would be transmitted to the liaison people who in turn would present 
them to Government leaders as the opinions of millions of Americans. 
Actually they were really spokesmen for the Politburo in the Kremlin. 
This is the way China was sold down the river. 

[ will give you one example of my own work in western Pennsylvania 
to show you how it operated even on a local level. I would attend the 
meetings, get the report from the Soviet agent, and then issue state- 
ments to the press that I was speaking for 200,000 Americans of 
Slavic descent in western Pennsylvania. Actually I was speaking for 
the Kremlin, and the only meetings that would be held in many cases 
were only meetings with Steve Nelson, Mike Tkach, Arnold Johnson, 
Sam Milgrom, or one of the other Soviet agents. 

Mr. Durry. In conducting this liaison work with men in the 
Government, Soviet leaders themselves would not come to Washington 
but would send other intermediaries; is that true? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes; that is absolutely true. As a matter of fact the 
Soviet agents are very careful to hide their identity and used influential 
people of standing to carry the Kremlin line to the Government 
leaders. 

Mr. Durry. During the meetings of the Nationality Commission of 
the Communist Party, particularly those held on a national or inter- 
national level, would members of various embassies, consulates, or 
delegations to the United Nations be present and participate in the 
activities of such meetings? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Would you care to elaborate on the extent of their 
participation? 

Mr. Cveric. While most of their activity was carried on in a furtive 
manner, I recall attending meetings in New York and Cleveland with 
prominent leaders from the Yugoslav Embassy, I recall attending 
meetings in Pittsburgh with representatives of the Yugoslav Secret 
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Police, of attending meetings with representatives of the Slovak and 
Polish Consulates in Pittsburgh, and also representatives of the United 
Nations staffs of several governments. 

Mr. Durry. When these representatives of consulates and embassies 
attended and participated in meetings of the Nationality Commission, 
their open objective was of course to further the aims of the Commu- 
nist Party in the United States; is that true? 

Mr. Cveric. I can best answer yes to that by giving you the words 
of one of the Soviet agents at one of the meetings when he told the 
members of the commission this: ‘‘Remember, Comrades, you are 
Communists first and Americans second.” 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, can you mention the names of some of the 
more prominent members of the various consulates and embassies, 
delegations to the United Nations or other foreign government agen- 
cies who participated in the meetings to which you refer, that is, meet- 
ings of the nationality commission? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. Dr. Slovko Zore, chargé d’affaires of the Yugo- 
slav Embassy; Pero Dragilla, Yugoslav Embassy; Sime Balin, repre- 
sentative of the Yugoslav Embassy; his wife; the late Palma, Czecho- 
slovak Consul in Pittsburgh; Bill Gebert, who was a Soviet agent in 
this country for some 20 years and is now a representative of the 
Polish Communist Government on the staff of the United Nations; 
Dr. Victor Sharenkoff, who also operated as a Soviet agent in this 
country for many years and who is now with the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment; representatives of the Communist Polish Consulate in Pitts- 
burgh and Chicago, whose names I do not recall; Steve Loyen and 
Mirko Markovic, who operated as Soviet agents in this country for 
many years and who are now representatives of the Yugoslav Govern- 
ment in Belgrade; Steve Dedier, Dr. Stanoje Krasovec of the Yugo- 
slav Government; a Soviet agent from Canada who I knew by the name 
of Yardash or Yardish and others. 

The activities covered the period from May of 1944 until February 
of 1950 and all activities in connection with these individuals were 
reported to the FBI. 

Mr. Durry. Sinee this activity occurred during the years 1948, 
1949, and 1950, it is safe to’assume, is it not, that the representatives 
of the Czech and Polish consulates or embassies or missions were repre- 
sentatives of Soviet bloe countries at that time? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. And, furthermore, those same men whom you have 
mentioned above who were representatives of the Communist con- 
trolled governments in their countries were in the United States enjoy- 
ing diplomatic immunity as members of their government consulates 
and embassies; is that not correct? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. And these persons above named enjoying diplomatic 
immunity in this country were engaging directly and intimately in 
furthering the Communist conspiracy? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes; and I would like to elaborate on this. 

Mr. Durry. If you would, please. 

Mr. Cveric. My reports to the FBI will show that I was, at various 
times, offered help from representatives of the Communist Eastern 
European governments in the form of personnel, funds, and whatever 
help I might need to further the Communist conspiracy in this country. 
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Mr. Durry. Can you give any specific instances whereby aid was 
offered to you by any foreign government consulate or embassy in this 
nation intended to further the Communist conspiracy in this countr 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. I met with Dr. Zore, chargé d’affaires for the 
Yugoslav Embassy, on two or three occasions and he offered me the 
sum of $4,000 or any additional amount that I may need, plus per- 
sonnel which would be required to staff a Communist newspaper in 
the Slovenian language in the United States. 

Mr. Durry. And what was the approximate time of this occur- 
rence? 

Mr. Cveric. In 1945 or 1946. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, what are some of the more important 
Communist-front organizations which were used directly by the 
nationality commission to achieve their objectives within the party? 

Mr. Cveric. First, there were the Communist language presses in 
the various nationalities, some of which were printed at 1916 East 
Street, North Side, Pittsburgh, and which are now being printed and 
distributed out of Chica go, Ill. Some of them were printed and dis- 
tributed out of Detroit, Mich., and some out of New York City. 
Other organizations were: The American Slav Congress, the Ameri- 
can Committee for Yugoslav Relief, the American Polish Labor Coun- 
cil, the International Workers Order, the American Committee for 
the Protection of Foreign Born, the Civil Rights Congress, the Labor 
Youth League, the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, 
Progressive Party, American-Soviet Friendship Council, Congress of 
American Women, and others. 

Mr. Durry. Could you elaborate in some detail as to the specific 
strategy by which the Communist Party through the nationality com- 
mission took advantage of these front organizations to achieve a par- 
ticular objective according to the party line as it existed at a given 
time? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. The organizations which I mentioned were all 
utilized by the Nationality Commission to further some phase of the 
Communist conspiracy in this country. 

For example, the International Workers Order, which was set up 
by the Communist Party, was an out-and-out Communist organiza- 
tion whose activities at all times were directed by the nationality 
commission of the Communist Party of the United States. The organ- 
izers and officers of the International Workers Order with whom I 
came in contact were for the most part alien Soviet agents who toured 
the country ostensibly on legitimate insurance business, but actually 
to carry the Communist Party line into the various nationality groups 
throughout the country. This work was at all times under the direc- 
tion of Sam Milgrom, Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson, or Al Landy. 
The IWO was one of the principal places of refuge for alien Soviet 
agents. It was utilized as a propaganda arm of the Communist Inter- 
national, utilized as a money-raising organization, and also utilized to 
influence some of the minority groups along the Communist Party 
line. 

The IWO was one of the principal sources of finances in that it had 
on its payroll in one capacity or another literally hundreds of Soviet 
agents and also raised millions of dollars in special campaigns for direct 
Communist activity. 

Mr. Durry. Would you say that the [WO as a Communist front 
organization is one of the principal ostensibly legitimate sources of 
raising money for the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Cvertic. Yes, sir. At the height of the membership in the 
IWO the Communists were able to influence up to 180,000 of its 
members. When the [WO was exposed as an instrument of the 
Communist International thousands of policyholders who were duped 
into joining this organization and who inadvertently were supporting 
the Communist revolution in this country through their membership 
withdrew from the IWO and sacrificed their policies and all premiums 
they had paid. 

Mr. Durry. Before leaving the subject of the International Workers 
Order, could you comment on the membership strength of the [WO 
in the Pittsburgh area or in the State of Pennsylvania, if possible? 

Mr. Cveric. I could give you what I understood the national 
figures to be in 1951. 

Mr. Durry. If you please. 

Mr. Cveric. From a top strength of 180,000 in 1949 it dropped 
down to about 120,000 on a national level. In Pennsylvania the 
strength as of January 1951 was around 29,305 members. Presently 
they have about 24,000 members in Pennsylvania in 412 lodges 
In the Pittsburgh area there are 25 lodges with a membership of 
approximately 1,800 adults and 263 juniors. 

I have submitted to the FBI many reports on the direction of the 
IWO by the Nationality Commission of the Communist Party and 
also submitted to the FBI a list of officers of the International Workers 
Order in the western Pennsylvania districts. 

Mr. Durry. Can you give any information regarding the opera- 
tional activities of the American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. The American Committee for the Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born is a legal arm of the Communist Party whose 
principal duties were to defend alien Soviet agents who got in trouble 
with the law. It was also utilized by the Communist Party as a 
propaganda agency to influence foreign-born Americans. The com- 
mittee itself operated under the direction of Abner Green, the execu- 
tive secretary, who I knew as a member of the Communist Party, and 
under the direction of the following active members with whom 1 
met from time to time to discuss strategy: Sam Milgrom, Pearl 
Hart, Harriet Barron, Isidore Englander, the late Carol Weiss King, 
Dorothy Strange, Gerhart Eisler, and others. 

To give the character of the organization, I would like to state here 
the words of Sam Milgrom and Abner Green when we met in Chicago, 
lll. Sam Milgrom stated to Gerhart Eisler and Abner Green that, 
“We are now defending 267 cases and of the 267, 266 are our Com- 
munist Party members.’”’ Sam Milgrom then asked Abner Green, 
“How the hell did the other guy get in? Who is he?” 

Mr. Scurogeper. In reference to citing cases there, you mean immi- 
gration cases? 

Mr. Cvertic. I mean deportation cases, that is, alien Soviet agents 
who were arrested by the immigration authorities for deportation. 

Mr. Scurogeper. Is it not a fact that the American Committee for 
the Protection of Foreign Born as one of their functions was to propa- 
gandize Congress so that liberal immigration legislation would be 
passed? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. That was just one of the propaganda activities 
of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born, and 
of course other activities included opposition to stricter legislation 
governing alien Soviet agents in the United States. 
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Mr. Durry. And opposing stricter immigration laws? 

Mr. Cvertic. Yes; stricter immigration laws. 

For example, they opposed the Mundt-Nixon bill, the Hobbs bill, 
against which they waged a vigorous campaign, and many other bills 

which were aimed at alien Soviet agents who were working in this 
ane to overthrow the United States Government by force and 
violence. 

Mr. Durry Actually the American Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign Born is not in the true sense a Communist-front organiza- 
tion, but is an essential and integrated part of the Communist Party, 
is it not? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes, sir; it was one of the legal arms of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, can you give any details about the organ- 
ization and the operation of the Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. The Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy was a Communist organization whose principal 
activities during my work for the FBI in the Communist Party were 
to gain recognition for the Communist government in China, to 
influence leaders of government and industry to establish trade rela- 
tions with the Communist governments in China, and it was used as a 
propaganda agency to bring the United States into contempt by 
continually branding it as an imperialist aggressor with regard to its 
relationship with the people of Asia. 

They also carried on a strenuous propaganda campaign for the 
inclusion of the Chinese Red Government in the United Nations, and 
generally referred to our policy with regard to China, Korea, the 
Philippines, and all of Asia as being imperialistic. 

As an illustration of how this work was carried from the Communist 
Party into this organization, I attended a meeting at which Steve 
Nelson, a Moscow-trained Soviet agent, made a report in which he 
stated that, ‘‘We must get all the help in the way of machinery and 
equipment and materials from the suckers over here (meaning the 
United States) for our new government in China, as this will hasten 
the day of the revolution here (meaning the United States).’’ This 
report by Steve Nelson was made in December of 1949 in North 
Side Pittsburgh. 

Further commenting on the situation in China, Steve Nelson 
stated at this meeting that, ‘I am afraid we are going to have to 
liquidate 20,000,000 peoples’ enemies in our new country, China, 
in 1950.””. The term “peoples’ enemies”? when used by a Soviet agent 
refers to anyone who is anti-Communist or anyone who fights for 
independence. 

I recall 6 or 8 weeks ago reading a wire-service release that over 
16 million people have been liquidated in China since that time. 

I did turn over to the FBI many reports and documents which 
were issued to me by the Communist Party in western Pennsylvania 
on the Communist propaganda line with regard to China, and also 
made reports on my activities in the Communist Party dealing with 
the China question. 

Mr. Durry. Have you been a member and an officer of the American 
Slav Congress? 
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Mr. Cvetic. Yes, sir. I was a member of the national committee 
and also executive secretary for the western Pennsylvania district. 

Mr. Durry. Would you comment in whatever detail you are able 
to regarding the uses to which the American Slav Congress was put 
by the nationality commission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. ‘The American Slay Congress represented an 
especially important Communist front in western Pennsylvania, since 
in that area there are many Americans of Slavic descent working in 
the steel, coal, and electrical industries, and the food-processing 
industries, and various factories in that area. Because of the Com- 
munist efforts to infiltrate basic industries, the American Slav Con- 
gress represented in that area one of the principal propaganda agencies 
for the Communist Party. It was used not only to carry the Com- 
munist Party line to the fraternal organizations amongst the Slavs, 
but it was also used to influence Government representatives by 
organizing mass action throughout these organizations to influence 
legislation by organizing telegram, letter, and post-card campaigns 
for or against various national and international issues, depending 
on the Communist position at that time. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Cvetic, in view of your background and experience 
do you feel that the great majority, if not all, “of those persons who 
are representatives of foreign governments and presently employed 
in the Soviet-bloc nations’ consulates and embassies in this country, 
and in their missions to the United Nations, are engaged actively 
and directly in Communist propaganda and espionage activities in 
this country? 

Mr. Cverric. Yes. My conclusion, based on 6 years’ work with 
Soviet agents in this country who operated in the embassies, con- 
sulates, United Nations, any one of the various trade or travel mis- 
sions, or Red Cross and relief organizations or Communist-front 
organizations convinced me that their first and foremost job in this 
country is to carry on espionage and propaganda activity against the 
United States Government, that representatives of the Soviet-bloc 
governments in the United Nations not only operate as propaganda 
ministers in the United Nations, but also whenever possible carry on 
in this country to further the revolutionary aims of the Communist 
International by working in close proximity with members of the 
American Communist Partv and alien Soviet agents, who number 
literally hundreds in the United States, who operate in such organiza- 
tions as the LWO, the American Slav Congress, the American Com- 
mittee for the Protection of Foreign Born, and other such organiza- 
tions. 

One of the most amazing things to me throughout all this work has 
been that these Soviet agents apparently have been able to carry on 
their work unmolested, while legitimate representatives of the United 
States Government in the eastern European countries have been 
imprisoned on trumped-up charges. 

The work of Soviet agents in this country has been made doubly 
easy by the diplomatic immunity which they enjov while serving in 
this country. 

Mr. Durry. Thank you for your testimony, Mr. Cvetic. 

(Whereupon, at 2:45 p. m., Thursday, February 7, 1952, the hearing 
was recessed, subject to call.) 
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